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Fall Worship

  Schedule
Sunday School

9:30 AM

Sunday Worship

10:45 AM

September 12th 

SEPTEMBER 12th 

Sunday School Starts

Lets start the new year off with a bang

[image: image3.wmf]Bring a Friend to Church Sunday

Printed Invitations available 

Blessing of the Backpacks

Bring your backpack to church
Change of Time for Service

10:45 am
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
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 AND DESSERT SOCIAL

Wednesday November 24th 

7:30 pm Service
From the Pastor’s Desk

Pg 1

Thank You's 
Pg 2

Among Members & Friends
Pg 2

Church News 
Pg 3 & 8

Calendar 
Pg 4

Fellowship & Small Groups 
Pg 6-8
MISSION STATEMENT

St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church, in service to the Lord Jesus Christ, is a community of believers that hears the Word of God, Celebrated God’s grace in the Sacraments, and shares God’s love in word and deed.
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Acts 2:42-44 (The Message translation)
They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the prayers. Everyone around was in awe—all those wonders and signs done through the apostles! And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common. 
Greetings, sisters and brothers in Christ!  

This has been a wonderful year in this community of God at St. Bartholomew.  We have come together to do many good things: to worship together, to gather as a community, to baptize, to eat, to welcome, to reach out, and to seek out the ministry and mission of God in the world.  It reminded me very much of the text above that really describes the early Christian community in the New Testament.  That community gathered around the Scriptures, sharing a meal, and praying.  They lived in a harmony with one another, and everyone was in awe at the wonders and signs that were done.  

And so as we celebrate a year together, what will our community be about?  When others look at our community, will they be in awe of what we are doing in God’s name?  We have some fabulous things coming up this fall that I invite you to take part in and which you can find more details about in this newsletter.  September 12 will be the beginning of a lot of things: our move back to our normal worship hours, Sunday School will begin, and it will be a day to invite family and friends to join you at worship. Our annual Neighborhood Barbecue is September 18 and will be a time of community, fun, and (of course) food! We are also planning some youth events, like a trip to Howell Living Farm and a Video Game Night at the church.   Our Natural Church Development Team will be leading focus groups September 19 and 26 to focus our attention on the loving relationships in this congregation. Fellowship Nights will start back up with new activities.  These things, along with our other ministries and goings-on, allow us to continue focusing and working on God’s ministry and mission in our community, neighborhood, and in the city of Trenton.

All of this gives us the opportunity to read that passage from Acts and gather together, living in wonderful harmony.  I invite you to take time this Fall and think about how you can live and love in this community of Christ!
May God Bless you!
Pastor Aaron
 
Free Devotionals!
Are you looking for a way to read God’s Word everyday? Then pick up a free Christ in Our Home devotional book!  This quarterly book is available in the front and back of the sanctuary, and can be brought to you if you can’t make it! Look for other free devotionals as Advent and Christmas approach. Call the church if you would like a copy.
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Thank You!

· Thank you to Jack & Barb Fletcher for hosting the Thursday night Bible Study.
· Thank you to Barbara Fletcher, Norman Marcelle, Chris Richter, and Barbara Schendlinger who played hymns for worship this summer.  Thank you for sharing your talent so that we can joyfully worship the Lord.
· Thank you to Barbara Schendlinger for hosting the Women’s picnic in August.
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Thank You to all the volunteers who made this year‘s VBS a huge success.  We had approximately 50 children in attendance this year, with lots of fun also had!
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THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE

 AND 
DESSERT SOCIAL

Wednesday November 24th 

7:30 pm Service

Hear the Word and afterwards spend time with fellow members being thankful and enjoying holiday desserts.  If you wish to donate a dessert please contact the office.


Among Members &Friends
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Congratulations Graduates

Katrina Andrejco and Eric Plantier both graduated from Trenton Central High School.  While Robyn Fletcher graduated from Ben Salem High School.  Katrina has been accepted to The College of New Jersey for Math Secondary Education, Robyn is attending Bucks County Community College and Eric is looking to enter the military service later this fall.


John Conover graduated from the Diakonia Program, which “is an education program to provide spiritual formation to men and women desiring to deepen their understanding of the faith so they might become empowered servants of the Lord.”  Diakonia’s mission statement.  John will be sharing what he learned with the congregation in the upcoming months in worship and other activities.
Keep in Prayer 

Our Homebound Members
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Caroline Elmer Hazel Heath

Helen Herbert Else Metcalfe

Mary Nikinski
Fun Stuff!

Did you know that there is a place in the church with comfortable chairs and couches and plenty of reading material?  It’s the Lounge, found behind the altar!  You can find magazines like The Lutheran (tells about things going on in the church) and Thrivent (financial info and mission), newsletters and mailings from area social ministries like Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, and so much more!  For example, you can find St. Bartholomew’s name in the Lutheran Seminary of Philadelphia’s mailing for the gift that we gave them.  Enjoy this great space before or after church, or even during the week!   

                                                                   2

Church News

[image: image12.wmf]Natural Church Development 
(BARBARA FLETCHER)

We will be starting a new cycle of Natural Church Development (NCD) this fall.  NCD will help us to evaluate our congregation’s strengths and weaknesses in terms of eight quality factors that are believed to be keys to a “healthy” church, and then to identify and implement some focused initiatives by which to improve our weakest factor.  

Several months ago, members of our congregation completed the Natural Church Development (NCD) Survey to determine which of the eight quality factors we should devote our attention to, and we have since received the results, which we will announce to the congregation in the near future.  At that time, we have scheduled two focus group dates to obtain input from the congregation, on September 19 & 26 after worship so that we can develop and implement some new initiatives for the coming months.  Please plan to attend.
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With a new Pastor and a fresh outlook, we are excited to be returning to NCD.  We ask that you would pray for the NCD process, that our Lord would guide the Spiritual Health Team and inspire the congregation, as we move forward.   Any comments, questions, or offers to participate may be directed to Barb Fletcher or Pastor Aaron.  Thank you for your continued support of NCD here at St. Bart. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD     BBQ
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(DICK COOPER)

On Saturday September 18, 2010 St. Bartholomew will host the Annual Free Neighborhood Barbeque in the Church’s parking lot. People from the surrounding community will be invited through the use of signs and the distribution of invitation flyers. St. Bart members are cordially invited to greet, meet and mingle with each other as well as other people attending the Barbeque. This event is intended to say Thank You to the people of the community and also members of St. Bart for everything that they have done for the Church. We will also highlight some of the various missions of the Church such as the Craft Group, Refugee Assistance, Youth Ensemble and various others.

 

The time for the Neighborhood Barbeque will be from Noon to 2 PM, here will be Free food and entertainment. We will need people to help set up and clean up as well as working during the Barbeque, so your help is very important. No matter what your capabilities, we need you. You can email Pastor Aaron at Pastor@stbartlutheran.org or me at coopeast@hotmail.com, call me at 609-915-0789 or call the Church office at 609-393-6060 and leave a message. If you have a preference of what you want to do during the Barbeque or suggestions of activities, etc. please let us know. If you have tents, sound and other items that may have been furnished in the past, let me know. We will need someone to conduct the games also.

 

Look for more information in the Sunday bulletins at Church
Confirmation

[image: image15.wmf]Confirmation is a process by which young people in the church affirm their baptismal faith, and become full members into the congregation’s life and ministry.   We will start a new class in late September for young people who are interested that are in grades 7 and higher.  This will be a really fun time where we will learn about our faith and how God helps, supports, and guides us!   If you or someone you know is interested, please call Pastor Aaron at the church
.
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Fellowship - Small Groups 
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ST. BART

“GOOD NEWS” KIDS’ CLUB

(BARBARA FLETCHER)
*

The St. Bart “Good News” Kids’ Club is finishing up the summer season.  We have a    scheduled club date on September 4, and shortly we will announce the dates for the fall season.  The Kids’ Club meets in Fellowship Hall on scheduled Saturdays between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m.  We have lunch together; talk about a spiritual topic and solve a Bible verse puzzle; play lots of fun games and silly relay races; and create an arts and crafts project together. 

We are still attracting around 10 children from the surrounding area, and we have been truly inspired to see God working in their lives.  We have played a lot of water games this summer – leaky-cup relay races, and wet-sponge tosses - to give the kids a break from the heat.  Give some water to a bunch of kids, and the fun is contagious!

The Good News Kids’ Club continues to be a rewarding outreach ministry, providing the children of our surrounding neighborhood with a strong spiritual foundation and lots of love and support, to help them face the challenges of inner-city life.  God continues to provide through this ministry. We ask that you would offer your prayers for all of our “Good News” kids and their families, and please consider joining in the fun.  It’s just a little bit of time and effort, and it is rewarded by so much joy.  No special experience or skills are required, just a love for our kids.  Barb and Jack Fletcher are always available to answer any questions you may have.
Crafting through God’s Love
(KRIS ANDRECJO)
CTGL has expanded their gatherings and donations.  They are meeting on the second Saturday of the month from 11 am to 1 pm and on the 4th Sunday after service.  Along with their normal donations of baby items to Hushet House, lapghans and chemo hats to St Francis Oncology, and preemie hats and blankets to Mercer NICU CTGL also donated several preemie hats to the NJ SYNOD for their annual servant trip to Namibia this summer.  Anyone wishing to participate or make a donation is welcome.
Upcoming Dates: Sept 11 & 26, Oct 9 & 24, Nov 13 & 28, and Dec 11 & 26.

Chime Choir & Bell Choir (BARBARA SCHENDLINGER)
After a summer vacation, it is time to start the music programs at St. 

Bart's.  Any questions, 


contact Barbara 




Schendlinger
Chime choir is for 
those children who are 
in second grade and up.  It meets at 9:00 AM on a Sunday morning (before Sunday School).  The children learn to play a hymn on the chimes and then play in church that morning.  Our first day for chime choir with be Sunday, Sept. 19th at 9:00.  The schedule for the rest of the year will be given out then.

 

The adult bell choir is for anyone from second year of confirmation and older.  You do not have to read music, but it does help.  We will teach you how to ring the bells.  The choir practices on Thursday nights from 7:30 to approximately 8:45.  It is important to be committed to the weekly practices.  The choir plays once a month in church and also for the late service on Christmas Eve.  Practice will start on Sept. 16 at 7:30 PM.
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SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
(KRIS ANDREJCO)

All youth in grades 9th to 12th are invited to breakfast on the second Saturday of the month from 9:30 a.m. to 11: a.m.  Enjoy conversation, and food.

Sept 11, Oct 9, Nov 13, Dec 11

Musical Ensembles 
(Norman Marcelle)
St Bartholomew has a Youth Music Ensemble that is open to the community every 2nd and 3rd Saturday afternoon from 4:00pm - 6:00pm.  The focus is on learning to play music together as a group as well as learning to play our own instruments.  Time is focused on each individual learning a little more about playing their instrument and then doing it in the context of playing together as a unit, growing not only as an individual but as a group.  Each person should be at least 6 yrs old, able to hold their instrument, and have enough self control and willingness to practice, grow, encourage, and share the experience with others around them. St. Bartholomew prides ourselves with providing a safe, learning environment where a snack is provided, and the instruction is free.  All you need be is willing, have an instrument, or means to practice from one lesson to the next.  All youth are invited to play once a month for the congregation on Sunday but it is not mandatory.
 
St. Bartholomew also has an adult music ensemble that meets 6:30 - 8:30 pm on the same Saturday.  Artist such as musicians, poets, spoke word and writers are invited and asked to call to let us know so that the doors won't be locked.  Call church 609-393-6060 or N. Marcelle 609-392-0569.  Artists are invited to participate with our service once a month but participation is not mandatory.  There may be other events that artists are encouraged to participate in also.   
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FELLOWSHIP NIGHT
Join members of our congregation of all ages for dinner and a program / activity on the 3rd Friday of the month from 6:30 – 8 p.m., Dinner will be potluck or covered dish.  Each person or family unit is asked to bring something to contribute for dinner – a main dish, side dish, or dessert that will feed 6-8 people.  It doesn’t have to be anything fancy or expensive.  

Dates and Program:
Comfy Chair Faith Game Sept 17, 
Fall Festival (church preparing meat, side to be fall themed) Oct 15, 
Martin Luther’s Birthday Nov 19, 
Dec 17
Youth Group

Up-N-Comings!

In addition to Senior High Breakfast, which meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month, we have a couple of other fun events!

*****For Junior and Senior High Youth: Sunday September 19th, we will go to Howell Living Farm and run through the Corn Maze.  We’ll meet at 3pm at the church, and there will be snacks and lots of fun!
*****For Junior and Senior High Youth: Saturday, October 30th, we will have an evening of video games and pizza in the Fellowship Hall. 

*****For Junior High: Among the Wolves is coming up!  It will be November 19-21 at Harvey Cedars on Long Beach Island.  Look for more information as it gets closer!

THURSDAY NIGHT

(JACK FLETCHER)

Topic of discussion is Ephesians, Chapter 5.  Bible Study is held at Jack and Barbara Fletcher’s House, 1444 S. Clinton Ave., 7:30 pm, all are invited and welcomed.           .
Sunday Morning
 (JOHN CONOVER) 
Good News, Sunday Mornings will begin again at 9:30 starting the 12th of September. Come get your morning start with a cup of coffee and have Bible Study with Rabbi John Conover.  Come and see what the Bible has to teach you.  We look forward to seeing you all there

.
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YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER

The Junior and Senior High youth are working towards a goal of raising enough money to attend the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans LA in 2012.  Our youth have attended now for several years the NJ run youth gatherings in Harvey Cedars, and have benefited and enjoyed them immensely, time has arisen that they go one step further.

The first fundraising event will be The Howell Living Farm Corn Maze.  Anyone attending this yearly event at Howell Farms in Lambertville, (off of Valley Road) and presenting the below coupon (or contact the church office for a coupon) will not only have an enjoyable day, but also helping the youth to reach their goal.  The youth will be going on Sun, Sept 19, and we are also hoping to find a day that everyone can come!  Thank you.

[image: image2.png]Howell Farm Corn Maze - Maze Days

50% of Maze Admission price will benefit

St. Bartholomew Lutheran
Church

For Office Use Only

Number of Adults: Number of Children:

Date Used: / /

This coupon is only valid on weckends in Septmeber, 2010 on regular full price admission the the Howell Living History Farm Com Maze.
‘This coupon is only valid for groups that have signed up for participation in the MazeDays program and have been approved by the Maze Office Manager.

http://www.cornmazen;j.com/Coupon/Coupon.aspx?SchoollD=21ade3cf-2¢91-4427-b11d-... 8/16/2010
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REMINDER

Fall Worship Hours

Starts Sunday September 12th 

9:30 AM Sunday School

(for children age 3 and up)

10:45 AM Worship with Holy Communion
SEPTEMBER 12th 

Sunday School Starts

Bring a Friend to Church Sunday

Blessing of the Backpacks
Change of Time for Service
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE

 AND DESSERT SOCIAL

Wednesday November 24th 

7:30 pm Service


St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church

1746 S. Clinton Ave.

Trenton, NJ 08610

DATED MATERIAL

Please contact 


Pastor Aaron 


whenever you are in need of pastoral care or are aware of others who may be in need of pastoral care.  





This includes: 


if you want to talk.


sickness, 


hospitalization, 


times of crisis when things are out of control or down times,


times of decision when you are not sure of what to do, 


when someone is near death, 


when there has been a birth, 


when contemplating marriage 





You can reach Pastor Aaron at the church office (609-393-6060)





E-Newsletter


In order to better communicate events and activities at St. Bart’s, we have started an e-newsletter.  To sign up go to the church’s website: �HYPERLINK "http://www.stbartslutherar.org"�www.stbartslutheran.org� and follow 


the link titled “E-Newsletter”.  Simply fill in the form and send it off.  


For those without e-mail, several copies of 


the e-newsletter will be available in the back 


of the Church at the beginning of each month
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