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Lenten Midweek Service 

and Soup Supper

Wednesday Evenings
March 16th – April 20th  
6:30 PM Soup Supper

7:15 PM Worship
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Sunday, April 17th 10:45 AM

Maundy Thursday Service

Thursday, April 21st 7:30 PM

Good Friday Service

Friday, April 22nd 7:30 PM

Easter Sunday Worship

Sunday, April 24th   10:45 AM


From the Pastor’s Desk

Pg 1

Lent Midweek Schedule
Pg 2

Holy Week Schedule


Pg 2

Thank You's 
Pg 3

Among Members & Friends
Pg 3
Refugee Resettlement Ministries 
Pg 3 

Church News – Congregational Highlights
Pg 4
NCD 

Pg 7
Fellowship & Small Groups 
Pg 5-6

Easter Flower Order Form 

Pg 8
Donor Info
Pg 8
Food Certificate Orders 
Pg 8
[image: image5.wmf]

[image: image6.wmf]
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
For that purpose Christ instituted holy baptism, thereby to clothe you with his righteousness. It is tantamount to his saying; My righteousness shall be your righteousness; my innocence, your innocence. Your sins indeed are great, but by baptism I bestow on you my righteousness; I strip death from you and clothe you with my life.
 
- Martin Luther
For many of us, this season of Lent can seem very solemn, if not sometimes depressing, as we reflect and ponder ways we can live a repentant life.  Ash Wednesday can set the pace, with its unsettling line: Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  But Lent was not originally understood this way.  As early as the 4th century, Lent was considered a time of preparation for baptism, when those who were to be baptized would pray and fast to prepare themselves for this life-changing event.  Even now, many of the changes we make are based in Lent’s baptismal origins.  For example, Ash Wednesday reminds us that we need the promise of eternal life made in the waters of our baptism.  We say the Apostles Creed, the same that we do at baptisms.  The tradition of “giving something up” for Lent comes from the need to simplify our lives as we reflect on the grace and love of God.  

But why should we remember our baptism?  What is so important about it?  Martin Luther, who started the Protestant Reformation, had a tradition of waking each morning and washing his face.  And as he did, he would make the sign of the cross on his forehead again, and called others to “remember your baptism.”  And what does this mean for us?  It means to remember you are a precious child of God, named and claimed by God, and you are to be about the work of God, serving others, challenging, confronting, working to change that which harms, hurts and dismisses others.  We remember our baptism because it is about who we are ultimately. 

During this season of Lent, we will be focusing on baptism during this Lenten season.  Our baptismal font will be open during worship, and anyone who wants will be welcomed and invited to touch the water and make the sign of the cross on the forehead, remembering the baptismal promises.  The language of our confession will change a little, focusing our attention to the life-giving waters of God.  And it will be part of our sermon and reflection times during worship on Sundays and Wednesday evenings.  Let this forty day journey of Lent be one that renews your baptismal calling, and may you be reminded of the one who came to name you God’s very own child.  

A last short note.  I have been blessed to take part in a group that is looking at ministry in the city of Trenton with a number of other pastors.  Part of this process will be a trip to the Holy Land, with most of the expenses covered.  I will be gone from June 7-21, and during that time there will be other area pastors to provide care when needed.   This will be an amazing trip, and I’m looking forward to sharing this experience with you when I return.  

God bless you as we enter into this forty day journey together!

Peace,

Pastor Aaron Richter
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During Lent, we will be meeting around a simple meal of soup and bread, and then worship.  This is a time where we can reflect, repent, and think about new ways of living.  This year we will focus on living as a loving community by following Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book Life Together and using some exercises from Natural Church Development. If you'd like to sign up to bring soup or bread, please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or e-mail/call the church.  Please plan to attend!
March 16- Ministry of Being Loved
March 23- Ministry of Holding One's Tongue
March 30- Ministry of Listening
April 6- Ministry of Meekness (Lifting up others)
April 13- Ministry of Bearing One Another
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Mark your calendars:

Easter Preparations 

Saturday, April 23rd 10:30 am

Come help get the church ready for the Easter Celebration!
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Holy Week Worship Services
Palm Sunday 

Sunday, April 17th 10:45 AM
Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 21st 7:30 PM

Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday 

Tenebrae - Service of Darkness 

Friday, April 22nd 7:30 PM
Last Words of Jesus on the Cross
Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 24th 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 AM Service
Follow Jesus through Holy Week
Palm Sunday
Matt 26:14-27:66
Monday of Holy Week
John 12:1-11

Tuesday of Holy Week
John 12:20-36

Wednesday of Holy Week




John 13:21-32

Maundy Thursday
John 13:1-17, 31B-35

Good Friday 

John 18:1- 19:42

Vigil of Easter

John 20:1-18
Easter Sunday

Matt 28:1-10 or


John 20:1-18
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Thank You!
· Thank you to our dedicated 2010 church council, which included Katrina Andrejco, Kris Andrejco, Rosalie Conover, Dick Cooper, Bob Eversberg, Barbara Fletcher, Norman Marcelle, Crystal Mura, and Bill Schendlinger.
· Thank you to Dick Cooper for putting together the annual report on the computer.
· Thank you to Katrina Andrejco for directing the Sunday School Program.  Thank you to Barbara Fletcher, Debbie Formoso and Barb Schendlinger who assisted in this program. 
· Thank you to Kris Andrejco for putting together the newsletter each quarter.

· Thank you to the Chime and Bell Choirs for playing during weekly service and on Christmas Eve.

Among Members &Friends
Deaths
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Paul Porubski died on March 5th, 2011.  We extend our prayers to his family.

We offer our sympathy to the family of Katherine Hazel Health who died on March 10th.  Hazel was a long time member of St Bartholomew.  
Keep in Prayer 

Our Homebound Members
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Dorothy Black Emma Brink
Caroline Elmer Helen Herbert
Elsa Metcalfe 
Mary Nikinski
3
Refugee Resettlement

Ministry
(JACK FLETCHER)

                Five years ago God chose to send to St. Bartholomew’s Church two young people from Liberia recently settled in the United States by the federal government to start a new life here.  A life that would be free from the terrors of war and oppression, and we accepted that call.  That couple went on to have two children and to build the life that God knew we here at St. Bart’s were capable of giving them because of His Spirit that lives here.  Since that time many more have come and we are still here doing what God has called us to do, show His light, comfort His children, help them grow.  We have watched our sisters give birth.  We have taught the children in our Sunday school about the love of God shown by the sacrifice of His Son.  We have not only given them food but also supplied plants and tools to grow their own food thereby helping them to go back to doing what they most enjoy, doing taking care of their families. We have taught driving, so that the beauty of our country can be seen by their families, and they can teach others to drive.  The list goes on, and on and it is all for the glory of God.

Much has been done and there is much more that needs to be done and will be done with God’s help.  He will continue to provide us with the means and the strength to do all things to bring glory to Himself through His ministry here. We have some exciting new ways to reach out. We have a free store for all in need right here on the third floor having its roots established in the refugee ministry, which provides clothes & other household items to those who need them.  The Princeton Rotary club has established a craft group so that the women can make things to sell to contribute to the family income.  This year again plants will be started from seed to fill the gardens. We are also looking at some new ways that we can help and support those who are new to this country. English classes are being discussed and volunteers are being looked for to help teach the processes of everyday life. With the new ideas that are coming, we will look to our congregation for help and support. God is challenging us to go a step further.  Further than providing the basics we were called upon at the onset like providing food.  What an honor it is to be called on to take such a task.  He trusts us and is asking us to continue to trust Him.       



 
Church News

Report on the 2010 Annual Meeting
We had our annual meeting on Sunday, January 23, 2010.  This year we wanted to celebrate all of the wonderful things that have gone on during 2009.  

Some of the highlights of 2010 are: 

Great Vacation Bible School with 52 kids from our church and community 

Mid Week Lenten Worship 

Neighborhood BBQ 

Refugee Program – free store
Two different Adult Education options – Thursday Night Bible Study and Sunday morning Bible Study and Fellowship Group, 

Bell Choir and Children’s Chimes Choir which enhance our worship service 

Mission Support was a little short in 2010 from the amount pledged to Synod.  If everyone was to add an extra $.25 or $.50 a week it would help to make the 2011 commitment.

Council President, Bill Schendlinger reflected in his report – A year of continuing transitions, including a regular group of refugees attending Sunday service, letting a start up Spanish Language Ministry – Brand New Life Family Ministry – use the sanctuary for services, among others.  
Diakonia – John Conover graduated.
Church Council – Crystal Mura was elected to her second 3 year term.  Returning council members - Bill Schendlinger, Barbara Fletcher, Kris Andrejco Katrina Andrejco, Rosalie Conover, Dick Cooper, Bob Eversberg, and Norman Marcelle are returning council.
Voted on at the meeting: 

2011 budget was approved.  

We had a great year in 2010.  We look forward to where God is leading us in 2011.  
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First Communion Class
We will have first communion class on April 9th and 16th, from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  These classes help us to learn what it means to take communion, why it is important, and how it connects us to the body of Christ.  These classes are for ages 5 and up, and if you have any questions, please talk to Pastor Aaron. 
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Fellowship - Small Groups 
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The Jr. High Youth Group,
In the works are several activities being planned for the youth.  Stay tuned for more information.
Youth Musical Ensemble 

(Norman Marcelle)

All youth are invited to join us on the following dates:  April 9th & 16, May 14&21, and June 11th & 18th, the second and third Saturdays, from 4 – 6 p.m. as we learn new music together.  We are looking to add some new instruments to expand our musical options.

Crafting through God’s Love
(KRIS ANDRECJO)
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We donated 43 scarves to the NJ Special Olympics.   We are continuing to work on three projects, as each person desires –Preemie Hats for Mercer NICU, Chemo Hats for St. Francis, and Baby Items for Home Front   

Join us on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. and on the 4th Sunday after church, as we make crafts together for ourselves and others.   .  
Upcoming Dates: 
Saturdays April 9th, May 14th, June 11th
Sundays April 24th, May 22nd, June 26th
	F
	IRST



	
	RIDAY



	
	ELLOWSHIP




Join members of all ages of our congregation for dinner and a program or activity on the 1ST Friday of the month from 6:30 – 8 p.m.  Note the date change, this was one initiative that was felt would make the dinner readily available to more participants.  Dinner will be potluck or covered dish.  Each person or family unit is asked to bring something to contribute for dinner – a main dish, side dish, or dessert that will feed 6-8 people.  It doesn’t have to be anything fancy or expensive.  If you are unable to contribute please inform Pastor, this is not a reason for not getting to know one another and enjoying the evenings festivities.
Dates and Program:

April 1 – Stages of Jesus’ Life – A Devotional walk through Jesus’ life
May 6 – Craft Night and decorating Bags for the Bosnia Servant Trip
June 3 – Scavenger Hunt

July 1 – Movie Night – title TBA

Aug 5 – Group Games (Bible Jeopardy, Charades)

Sept 2 – Talent Show with Karaoke Machine

Oct 7 – Mystery Dinner

Nov 4 World Food Day – (bring a dish that represents where you’re from) – making bag lunches for Task
Dec 2  - Bake a Cookie Contest
THURSDAY NIGHT

(JACK FLETCHER)

[image: image17.png]L WORSHIP



    Brothers and Sisters in Christ, grace, peace, mercy, and love to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Thursday night bible study will be entering its tenth year here at St. Bartholomew by the grace of our Father in heaven and His spirit is continuing to have an impact on the lives of those attending and on our church lives as well as our everyday lives, Praise be to God.  We are currently in the Book of Jude and being taught by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word how to distinguish false teachers from the true teachers of  the Gospel of the love of God, and what to do when we find false teachers in our midst.  This chapter should be finishing up in approximately three weeks and then from there with, God’s blessing, we will be undertaking a study on strengthening the foundation of our faith, and if needed how to inspire each other to suffer faithfully for the gospel as our Lord and Brother Jesus did as taught by God through Mark in the fourth gospel book.

       Thursday night’s study group consist of anywhere from eight to ten people on a regular basis and in most cases start our fellowship time around 7:15-7:30.  We then move into the living room to worship and praise God with three songs and prayer. The study is quite informal with no leader other than the Holy Spirit, which gives us the comfort to express what is being said to each of us individually by the spirit.  So for a great time to fellowship join us either for the end of Jude or the beginning of the Gospel of Mark. 

Sunday Morning
 (JOHN CONOVER) 
Bible Study & Religious Discussion
9:30 – 10:30 am, in fellowship Hall.
ALL are WELCOME

ST. BART “GOOD NEWS” KIDS’ CLUB
(BARBARA FLETCHER)
The St. Bart “Good News” Kids’ Club was created to provide loving support and spiritual nourishment to our neighborhood youth, by sharing the Good News of God’s love through Jesus Christ. Meeting two Saturdays a month, we have eaten lunch together, played games, done arts and crafts, and learned important spiritual lessons to help the children withstand the challenges of inner-city life.  We also did service projects from time to time, to teach the children the importance of sharing what God has given us. This community outreach ministry completed its third year in 2010.  The kids have enjoyed many wonderful experiences over the years, and St. Bart’s has become known more and more in the community as a safe, loving and fun place to be. 

After taking a break during the snowy winter months, we are now revisiting both the mission and format of the Club and the logistics involved in holding the sessions, and we are considering whether we will continue to offer this ministry or go in a different direction.   We would sincerely appreciate the congregation’s prayers and input as we seek to discern God’s will.  Anyone who has ideas and/or is interested in participating in this discussion is invited to contact Pastor, or Barb or Jack Fletcher. 
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Natural Church Development –

 Loving Relationships

(BARBARA FLETCHER)

As we approach the beginning of Spring, the Natural Church Development (NCD) Spiritual Health Team has been meeting regularly to complete the NCD planning process for the coming year.  After carefully studying the many helpful comments received at our Fall focus groups, we identified four major goals that we believe will help us, as a congregation, to build more loving relationships.  Then we developed several specific activities and events to help us meet each goal: 

Goal #1:
Educating the congregation about Christian love, how it is lived and expressed.

1. 
Hold a congregational retreat with a “love” theme.

2. 
Celebrate a “Year of Love,” focusing on the last part of our Mission Statement (…“and shares God’s love in word and deed.”)

3. 
Present a Lenten Service Program featuring “Life Together” by Bonhoeffer.

Goal #2:
Encouraging deeper relationships and stronger Christian community within the congregation.

1. 
Reinvent a new Women’s Group and/or restart the Women’s Bible Study.

2. 
Identify creative new ideas for “Men-focused” activities and events.

3. 
Fellowship Night – Reexamine day, time, and meal, and develop fun themes.


(This was already completed with a new exciting schedule for the coming year.)

4. 
Fellowship Hall – Reevaluate use of existing space and furniture; create a new community bulletin board for photos from congregational events, personal announcements, and postings.

5. 
Consider instituting a mid-week Prayer Service for congregational prayer concerns, etc.

Goal #3:
Ensuring that all members, old and new, feel welcome and included.

1. 
Revisit our usher/greeter system to better welcome and incorporate new worshipers.

2. 
Hold a “Cultural Fair” event to share our many cultural backgrounds. 

3. 
Develop a Spiritual Gifts Process and hold a Ministry Fair or Workshop

4. 
Extend personal one-on-one invitations to encourage others to try small groups and ministries.

Goal #4:
Communicating more effectively and resolving conflicts more constructively.

1.
Have a Speaker/Workshop related to learning more effective and loving communication.

2.
All Leaders and Council meetings to include a focus on spiritual growth, deeper relationships, and community building.

More announcements will come!  We hope to involve as many members of the congregation as possible in these new activities and events, as we seek to increase the “love quotient” here at St. Bart’s.   Your questions and ideas are always welcome and encouraged, and those who wish to become more involved are invited to speak with Pastor Aaron.  We sincerely thank you for your continued support of Natural Church Development here at St. Bart.  We know that our Lord will guide each one of us, and strengthen us as a community of believers, as we embark on this new adventure.





Respectfully submitted,
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Barb Fletcher, Chairperson, NCD Spiritual Health Team 

LILIES & DAFFODILS

I would like to order______ (how many) LILIES @ $12.00 
in memory/honor (circle one) of ____________________________________________


I would like to order______ (how many) DAFFODILS @$10.00

in memory/honor (circle one) of ___________________________________________
I would like to make a donation of $________toward LILY HEADS AND PALMS

in memory/honor (circle one) of: __________________________________________________

 Your Name__________________________________    Donation Enclosed _______________

Return by April 10th.

Please make checks payable to “St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church” 

FOOD CERTIFICATES

 I would like to order _____ (how many) certificates(s) 

in memory of ___________________________

(print name as you would like it printed in the bulletin)

I would like to order _____ (how many) certificate(s) 

in honor of ___________________________

(print name as you would like it printed in the bulletin)
Cost is $5.00 

Name________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________
Return by Sunday the 10th of April

I would like to be a donor of (check all that apply) for 2010

· Communion Wafers for (month) ________ in memory/honor of ________________ $8/ month

· Eternal Candle for (month) ____________ in memory/honor of ________________ $15/ month

· Altar Flowers for (week) ______________in memory/ honor of _________________ $30/ week

· Baptism and Confirmation gifts in memory/ in honor of ____________________$5-$20 per gift

· Newsletter in memory/ honor of _______________________________________ $75 per quarter

· Bulletin for (month) _____________ in memory/ honor of _____________________ $10/ month

· Capitol Fund in memory/ honor of __________________________________________ $________

· Other_____________________ in memory/ honor of ___________________________  $________

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________________
Checks are payable to “St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church” and donations are fully tax deductible



Holy Week Services

Palm Sunday Worship

Sunday, April 17th 10:45 AM


Maundy Thursday Service

Thursday, April 21st 7:30 PM


Good Friday Service

Friday, April 22nd 7:30 PM
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Easter Sunday
Worship
Sunday, April 24th  
 10:45 AM

Special Music by the Bell Choir 


St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church

1746 S. Clinton Ave.

Trenton, NJ 08610

DATED MATERIAL

Please contact 


Pastor Aaron 


whenever you are in need of pastoral care or are aware of others who may be in need of pastoral care.  





This includes: 


if you want to talk.


sickness, 


hospitalization, 


times of crisis when things are out of control or down times,


times of decision when you are not sure of what to do, 


when someone is near death, 


when there has been a birth, 


when contemplating marriage 





You can reach Pastor Aaron at the church office (609-393-6060)








E-Newsletter


In order to better communicate events and activities at St. Bart’s, we are starting an e-newsletter.  To sign up:


1) Go to the website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.stbartslutherar.org" ��www.stbartslutheran.org� and follow the link titled “E-Newsletter”.  Simply fill in the form and send it off.  


For those without e-mail, several copies of the e-newsletter will be available in the back of the Church at the beginning of each month








Each Wednesday we will gather for a Soup Supper at 6:30 PM and worship together at 7:30 PM.  


�





SENIOR HIGH YOUTH


(KRIS ANDREJCO)


 


The Senior High Youth meet every second Saturday morning for breakfast and conversion from 9:30 to 11 am.  Any youth of the church in grades 9 thru 12 is encouraged to attend.  Again this year we had an attendee to the Synod run WINTER YOUTH ASSEMBLY at Harvey Cedars on LBI.  Upcoming dates: …. April 9th, May 14th and June 11th.
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