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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

An old (and a little bad) joke: How many
Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb?

A: Change? Why would we do something like
that?

At our most recent Council Retreat at the end of
March, one of the activities that took place was
thinking about the last year and thinking about our successes and
actions- how have we changed? How has the Spirit moved among us
this past year? Since there can sometimes be the incorrect and
unfortunate thought that churches don’t change or don’t seem to do
anything, I thought I would share some things with you about what has
happened in 2009.

The one noted quickly was the fact that St. Bartholomew has a new
pastor, a privilege and a call that has been rewarding for me. But there
was also the success of being able to continue so many of the ministries
of the congregation while there was a pastoral vacancy instead of letting
things slide.

There have been other successes. In worship, we’ve begun to provide
our deacons, who assist at worship, with concise announcement and
prayer sheets to prevent confusion and accidents. We are increasing
communication by providing a monthly e-newsletter (which you can sign
up for on the website) and printing the newsletter for those without e-
mail access, as well as the continued updating of the website and a new
Face book group. Our Christian Education component is doing well, as
well as a successful VBS last summer. We have also been able to begin
building a sense of community with young people that attend our
worship and the Good News Kids Club. This same sense of community
has also been shown to the different refugee populations in the Trenton
area. There have been other things, such as the neighborhood BBQ, a
solid benevolence focus throughout the year, as well as many other
initiatives.

We have begun thinking about this year and goals for it, encompassing a
wide part of the church including improving our property, getting some
things restarted like the Natural Church Development process, some new
focuses, and building new relationships in our community. As a
congregation, St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church can do great things, and
can help proclaim in word and deed the mission of God in our
neighborhood and in the world. The joke should probably change from
“Change? Why would we do something like that?” to all of us working
together, seeking to bring the life-giving Word of God to all we meet.

from the Pastor’s desk

God’s peace and blessing be with you,
Pastor Aaron Richter
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Please contact

Pastor Aaron

whenever you are in

need of pastoral care
or are aware of others
who may be in need of
pastoral care.

This includes:

e sickness,

¢ hospitalization,

e times of crisis when
things are out of
control or down
times,

¢ times of decision
when you are not
sure of what to do,

e when someone is
near death,

¢ when there has been
a birth,

e when contemplating
marriage

e if you just want to
talk.

If you cannot reach

Pastor Aaron (609-393-

5744) than contact the

church office (609-393-




Thank You!

¢ Thank you to Jack & Barb Fletcher for
hosting the Thursday night Bible Study.

% Thank you to Edna Browne who makes the
Servants in God’s Family volunteer schedule
each quarter.

¢ Thank you Kris Andrejco, Mary Cooper,
Rosalie Conover, Barb Fletcher
(coordinator), Crystal Mura, Virgie Plantier,
and Pastor Aaron & Sarah Richter for
bringing soup and bread for the Lenten Soup
Suppers. We had some great homemade
soups and wonderful dinner fellowship.
The editor sends her sincere apologizes if
anyone was mistakenly omitted.
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Thank you to all who helped make the church
ready for the Easter celebration.

Thank You for a Great Sunday School

Year

A big thank you to Dick Cooper who taught the 5" —
8" grades, to Katrina Andrejco and Debbie
Formoso who taught the 1% 4" graders, to Danielle
Mura, Barbara Schendlinger, and Vickie Sobke,
who taught the pre-school and kindergarten children.
Because of their commitment to teaching others more
about God’s work in each of our lives, we have a
quality youth Sunday school program. Thank you also
to all the parents who brought their children to Sunday
school.

Also an immense thank you to John Conover for
facilitating the Sunday morning and Sunday afternoon
adult classes. Thanks to all who participated in Adult
Education to learn more about our faith. THANK
YOU!

Mark your calendars

Sunday school begins again on September 5th

Dear Pastor and Congregation of St.
Bartholomew Church,

The wonderful meals and visits from my church
family was such a blessing to me. Thank you!
God Bless you,

Love, Katherine “Hazel” Heath

Dear Pastor:
| would like you to read this note to the Good News
Kids Club.

| certainly did appreciate and enjoyed the
lovely gift you gave me this Easter. “May God Bless”
you one and all. It was so sweet of you to remember
me.
Your Friend in Christ, Caroline Elmer

Among Members I Friends
New Members

We welcome [ouis Lubera as a hew member Of
St Bartholomew’s family on March 7, 2010.

Baptisms
We rejoice with the
Kraska/Serrano families at
the baptism of Katelyn Kraska on

March 4 14, 2010. Katelyn is the
daughter of Cynthia & Rafael Serrano.

We celebrate the baptism of Juliana Marie Smith on
Sunday, April 11, 2010. Marie was born on June 8,
2009 to Rachel Adams & Wayne Smith Jr.

We rejoice in the baptism of Kileigh Madison Zenquis
on Sunday, April 11, 2010. Kileigh® was born on
December 6, 2009 to Jodilyn Wylie & Juan Antonio
Zenquis, Jr.
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We welcome Katelyn Kraska and
ShyAnn Sosa to the Lord’s Table as they make their
First Communion on March 14, 2010, during this
Joyous Season of Easter.

Keep in Prayer
Our Homebound Members

Dorothy Black Emma Brink
Caroline Elmer § Hazel Heath
Helen Herbert * Else Metcalfe

Mary Nikinski




Church News

NavuraL CHURCH E-Newsletter
BAIQBQZ%OF’L ’gfgﬁER In order to better communicate events and activities
( ) at St. Bart’s, we are starting an e-newsletter. To sign
As you may know, Natural up:
g;u;ggr);;eg’yp;nﬁgh(f(jD) 1) Go to the website: www.stbartslutheran.org
church can evaluate its and follow the link titled “E-Newsletter”.
strengths and weaknesses in terms of eight Simp]y fill in the form and send it off.
quality factors that are believed to be keys to . _ . . _
a “healthy"” church. Once the weakest of the For those w1¥hout e m.all, se.veral copies of the e
eight factors has been determined, the newsletter will be available in the back of the Church
church proceeds through a process of at the beginning of each month

identifying, developing and implementing
initiatives by which to improve that factor.

After reviewing with Pastor Aaron our
experiences with Natural Church
Development (NCD) and looking back at the
wonderful progress we made in past years,
we have decided to begin a new cycle of
NCD here at St. Bart. Members of our
congregation recently completed a new
Natural Church Development (NCD) Survey
to determine which of the eight quality
factors we should devote our attention to,
and we have now received the results, which
we will announce to the congregation in the
near future. At that time, we will select a

on July 19-22, even though it is hard to Say. A Baobab tree

new Spirituial Health Team, and schedule lives in Africa, and is a great big tree with q trunk that
new focus groups to obtain input from the . L. . .
congregation, so that we can develop and qnimals live in and branches that hold birds of all kinds, and

implement some new initiatives for the
coming months.

iS q Symbol of communi’(y. Well learn about how we live
together as a community of God, and learn to be trusting,

After a year-long break, and with a new

Eastor and a fresh outlook, wli: alllre excited to loving, "FO”OWMS. caring, and serving. In this newsletter
e returning to NCD. We ask that you ' . - .

would pray for the NCD process, that our you Il find an QPP“CQ{'OV] for VRS, s0 get it In q_U'Ck' and
Lorq unld guide the Sp1.r1tua1 Health Team come have q Bqobab bl qst! See you there!

and inspire the congregation, as we move i

forward. Any comments, or questions Children ages 3 to 5th 9rade.

about how you can participate, may be . . . . .

directed to Barb Fletcher or Pastor Aaron. Registration form included in newsletter. Register equg to
Thank you for your continued support of QSSUrE q SPOJ['

this important project.




Refugee Resettlement
Ministry

(JACK FLETCHER)

Brothers and Sisters of Saint Bartholomew and of the Mercer Cluster who are working for God to
help all of our brothers and sisters that have come or may be coming to the United States your work is very
much appreciated and your reward from God is ever present in your life.

The winter has come and gone and while things have a tendency to slow down some this has not been
the case for the army of God that has answered His call to help comfort those from afar. We were busy
making sure that those people who are accustomed to 85 degree temperatures survived in what I’m sure
seemed like below zero temps. We provided blankets, comforters and warm clothing donated from the many
churches throughout the Cluster as well as from here at St. Bartholomew’s. We also provided transportation
to and from work, food shopping and doctor’s appointments.

The Lord also revealed to us His plans on how best we could distribute the many items that have been
given to help our friends from abroad, a store. Yes, a store here at St. Bartholomew’s is and has been helping
those in need. The store is located in the attic above the educational wing. The store is equipped with
everything from shoes to hats and a whole lot of things in between, so stop on up some time to see how God
is working in your ministry. You may find some way that can make this venture more of a blessing to
someone in need. A big thank you goes out to our brothers and sisters at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church for the
drive that was put together in Feb. by their Social Ministry to gather personal hygiene and household
cleaning items for our friends from Asia. We are also thankful to Abiding Presence Lutheran Church who
continue to give clothes and home items. These items are usually neglected because the little money that is
made at work goes to pay the rent, utilities and buy food.

We have also helped some more families obtain independence by continuing to teach people to drive,
find automobiles, insure and register them. Many of these new drivers now provide rides for others to work
and appointments opening up time for us to find more ways to serve their needs and grow our faith. God is
good. You would be surprised at how rewarding it is to have someone tell you that they are the first person
from their village to have a driver’s license, so talk to Pastor if you want to get that feeling.

With spring arriving it is time for planting vegetables that will bring nourishing food to the stomach
and joy to the heart.

WOMENS

PICNIC VEIGHBORHOOD BBR

Join us for our Neighborhood BBQ on
September 18th, where we will share

In Augusf great food, terrific fellowship, and have
There will be A WOMEN'S PICNIC some fun too! As the date gets closer,
at the Schendlinger resident (20 we will be asking for help in planning,
Heather Drive, Ewing), date to be so think about how you can use your
announced. Please check the bulletin, gifts for this great event!
e-newsletter or call Barbara 25; 0

Schendlinger during June/July for a
specific date. 4




Fellowship - Small Groups

ST-BART
« e :

(BARBARA FLETCHER)

The St. Bart “Good News” Kids’ Club is
completing its spring season. We have
scheduled club dates on June 5, June 19, and
July 3. Then we will take a short break |eading
up to Vacation Bible School. The Kids’ Club
meets in Fellowship Hall on sCheduled
Saturdays between 1:00 ahd ¢:00 p.m. We have
a hice homemade lunch together; explore a
spiritual topiC anhd solve a Bible verse puzzle;
play lots Of excCiting games and Silly relay races;
anhd Create ah arts ahd Crafts project.

We have been consistently blessed with around
12 children, and have been truly inspired to see
God working ih the children’s lives. This spring,
among other lessons, we talked about:
“watching our tongues” - being Careful what we
say and how we say it; and “being a servant” -
the importance and the joy Of serving others.
We completed a serVice project for Easter in
which the children created several Easter
Crafts and put together individual gift-bags for
our home-bound congregants wWho are hot able
t0 come to church regularly. The children did
a wonderful job making the gifts, ahd they were
very well received.

The Good News Kids’ Club continues to be a
successful outreach ministry, providing the
children of our surrounding neighborhood with
a spiritual foundatioh and |ots of good old-
fashiohed |ove, to help them face the
Challenges of inner-City life. e have seen God
doing amazing things through this ministry. We
ask that you would offer your prayers for all of
our “Good News” Kids and their families, and
please consider joining in the fun. A little bit
Of time is rewarded by so much joy. No
experience or special sKills are required, just a
love for children. Barb and Jack FletCher are
always aVvailable to give you more information.
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Cna (S % Crafting through

w God’s Love

(KRIS ANDREC)O)

Spring is a time when the earth is
bursting at its seams with new plants and
the birth of animals, and CTGL is also
bursting forth with new adventures.

They will be meeting on the second
Saturday and the fourth Sunday of each
month.  This has been considered for
some time and after much discussion
about night versus weekends, Saturday
versus Sunday, what time periods were
available, Sunday afternoon was picked.
Many of the participants wanted another
day added for the sheer pleasure of it or to
help relieve time in their schedules. You
can attend one or both or any portion of
either session. On the Saturday they will
be meeting in fellowship hall from 11 am —
2 pm and on Sunday they will be in the
lounge 2 hour after service ends for an
hour or two.

CTGL is also going to be donating
preemie hats to the NJ SYNOD for their
annual servant trip to Namibia this
summer. This project will run until the end
of June. They are also continuing to work
on the three projects, as each person
desires —Preemie Hats for Mercer NICU,
Chemo Hats / lap gahans for St. Francis,
and Baby Items for Home

Upcoming Dates: May 23, June 12 & 27, July
10 & 25, Aug 14 & 22, and Sept 11 & 26.

Chime Choir & Bell Choir

(BARBARA SCHENDLINGER)

This year's season for the Chime Choir and
Bell Choir is coming to an end. Thank you to
all those who rang in the Chime Choir and to
the adults who got them to practice at 9 A.M.

on a Sunday morning. A big thank you also to
the members of the Bell Choir for the ringing

they have done this season. Both groups have
done a terrific job.



Musical Ensembles

(Norman Marcelle)

St. Bartholomew Youth Ensemble will meet
every 2nd and 3rd Saturday of the month from
2:00pm - 4:00pm; All youth from the age of 9yrs
old who have basic counting skills, know their
A,B,C’S, and have a desire to learn a musical
instrument, the discipline to follow direction,
work within a unit allowing others to work on
their task independently but supportive to the
unit and each other. Have the ability to learn
and grow as a member of the St. Bartholomew
Youth Music Ensemble. Performing with the
Ensemble monthly as a part of the service on

Sunday is our desire, but it is not a requirement.

We provide a supportive, nurturing,
educational, safe, Christ like environment for
the community to be a safe haven for those
who have a creative desire to learn to become
a part of many delivering one musical idea.
Please come and join us in Fellowship Hall.

St. Bartholomew also has an Adult Music
Ensemble on Saturday Afternoons 6:00pm -
8:00pm on the 2nd and 3rd Saturday of each
month after the Youth Music Ensemble adjourn,
and 4:30pm - 6:30pm on the 1st and 4th
Saturday each month for adults who either play
an instrument, sing, or even write and want to
collaborate with music. We invite you to come
out and raise your gifts to God. Here too the
intention is to praise God with our gifts as we
grow. We would also encourage participants to
share as apart of the ensemble a music offering
with the congregation at some time but it is not
a requirement. All that is a requirement is to
come with an open mind, heart, to varied
cultures and expressions to be lifted to God as
one unit/voice. Adult Ensemble will also meet in
Fellowship Hall.

THURSDAY NIGHT

(JACK FLETCHER)

Topic of discussion is Ephesians, Chapter 4.
Bible Study is held at Jack and Barbara
Fletcher’s House, 1444 S. Clinton Ave.,
7:30 pm, all are invited and welcomed.

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT

Join members of our congregation of all ages
for dinner and a program / activity on the 3"
Friday of the month from 6:30 — 8 p.m.,
(except for a summer break during July and
August.) Dinner will be potluck or covered
dish. Each person or family unit is asked to
bring something to contribute for dinner — a
main dish, side dish, or dessert that will feed 6-
8 people. It doesn’t have to be anything fancy
or expensive.

Dates and Program:
June 18" - TBA
September 17" - TBA

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

(KRIS ANDREJCO)

All are invited to breakfast on the second
Saturdays of the month from 9:30 a.m. to
11: a.m. Enjoy conversation, and food.

Sunday Morning

(JOHN CONOVER)

Bible Study & Religious Discussion
9:30 — 10:30 am, in fellowship Hall.
Last session before summer break will
be May 30™.

ALL are WELCOME
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VBS

( :@‘2
\ BLAST /
July 19-22

Children qges 3 to th grade.
Registration form included in newsletter.
Register early to assure a spot!
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