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Beloved People of God, 

Christmas Greetings! What a year it has been, and it is not even 
over yet! If you are like me at all, there are times we look back 
over this past year in wonder and amazement. It often leaves me 

shaking my head a bit and even saying out loud from time to time, “I never 
saw that coming”! Nevertheless, the year 2022 will soon be in our past, and 
it can’t come a moment too soon. I know this year has been filled with ups 
and downs for so many people.  
New beginnings are on the horizon! It has been a joyous experience to see 

Saint Bart’s come to life once again from the slumber of the past few years. We 
have been provided with the opportunity to exercise our faith. We have witnessed 
acts of profound kindness and creative ingenuity that remind us of the better angels 
within us. The Food Pantry continues to grow and there are great ideas behind the 
scenes that will expand our outreach to the Southward of Trenton. 

We have helped and taken care of each other. We have proved ourselves to 
be incredibly adaptable, flexible, and resilient. Here at Saint Bart’s, our staff and 
leaders have worked long hours and creatively to provide digital resources and 
ministry to all our people and community. This is such a meaningful gift the church 
has to offer in a season such as this. 

Even then, I understand it is sometimes difficult to see the good when we 
feel so overwhelmed by despair; but Christmas reminds us of something critical to 
keep in our minds, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it” (John 1:5). My friends, there are many more reasons to be grateful 
and filled with hope because of our faith. God has and will continue to help us to 
see all of this through. 

Therefore, I want to remind us that we are a Christmas people and that Jesus 
is incarnated in every act of love and kindness we extend to one another. God can 
reach us beyond all the barriers the world can create and revive us by giving us 
strength in times of great distress. So, we can do this, and we will overcome 
because we are the Church, the body of the risen Christ! 

Now, I pray you may see what is ahead because there is a bright future 
awaiting. I believe, as many of you do, too, that God is leading us into a new 
season of life and ministry together. My only request is to ask you to don’t give up 
or go away. We can only do this if we stay together and true to one another. I am 
confident in the success of our church and that we will celebrate many more 
Christmas together. 

As your pastor, along with our staff called to serve alongside you, we 
pledge to you that we will continue to prayerfully minister to you and to the 
Southward of Trenton. With this, I invite you to stay connected and don’t 
underestimate the value of your presence (online or in-person), service, prayers, 
witness, and giving/pledging. We need each other more than ever before. Please 
reach out to each other and encourage one another, particularly as we may be 
tempted to give up hope. Ask for help if you need it. 

Visitations 

Pastor is 
visiting 

homebound 
members! 

Also after the 
New Year, 

Pastor would 
like to do 

home visits 
with the 

congregation 
for 1 on 1’s. 

Please contact 
the Church to 

schedule a 
visitation with 
Communion. 

 

stbartlutheran@gmail.com 

---------------- 

609-393-6060 

 

 

 

1 



 

 
 

I am privileged to be your pastor, and I feel incredibly blessed and honored to be 
with you. My prayers are with you always. 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace 
of the Christ child. 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen. 
¡Feliz Navidad! 

Grace and kindness,  

Pastor Erich Kussman 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"The celebration of Advent  
is possible only to those who are troubled in soul,  
who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, 

and who look forward to something greater to come." 
  

~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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Looking Ahead 
 
As a long-time member of St. Bart’s, it’s easy to say “we used to do it this 
way”   Our 108 year old history and traditions are important, but what we need to 
do now isn’t what was done 108 years ago, 20 years ago or even 4 years ago. That 
history and those traditions were just steps that the leaders of the church built on as 
they looked ahead to what St. Bart’s could do next for the church community and 
the neighborhood. 
 
St. Bart’s has had many ups and downs over the 108 years but it has always kept 
going, looking forward to what could be done next.  That’s where we are now.   
 
The pandemic put a halt to our lives, the church included.  But that is behind us 
now.  There is a saying that you can’t see where you are going if you are always 
looking behind.  Taking what we learned from our history, we’ve adapted and look 
forward to new ministries at St. Bart’s.  
 
The food pantry is still needed and we will keep doing it.  The clothes closet is 
better organized. Church attendance has gone from 8-9 to 18-20.  New faces of all 
ages are in the congregation. There is excitement in the church as we think of new 
programs and ministries.  Come join us as together we look ahead to 2023 and 
beyond.  
 
 

Barb Schendlinger, 
                                                     Council President 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Guidelines for In-Person Worship 
 

1. Due to CDC guidelines, Masks are optional per your comfort  level 
2.  Sharing the peace will be the peace sign. 
3. Physical distancing is optional. 
4. If individuals are not feeling well, they are asked to stay home and 

worship online if possible. 
  
                    * Building will be cleaned with special cleaners weekly. 
 

 

 

Advent 
Prayer 

To you O Lord, we 
bring our lives. 

Troubled, broken 
or at ease - a 

sacrificial offering 
for you to use. 
Take away our 

selfishness 
and teach us to 

love as you loved. 
Take away our 
sense of pride 

and show us the 
meaning of 
humility. 

Take away our 
blindness 

and show us the 
world through your 

eyes. 
Take away our 

greed and teach us 
how to give as you 

gave. 
Show us your 

ways. 
Teach us your 

paths that we might 
walk with you 
more closely. 

Our hand in your 
hand - 

Our feet in your 
footsteps-  

From the baby in a 
stable-  

To eternity,  

Amen 
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v Thank you to our dedicated team who have 
served meals and packed grocery bags for our 
community in providing for thousands: 
Brandon, Enid, Debbie, Lisa, Jo Ann, and 
Barb S.! 

v Thank you to ALL of our church partners for 
helping with the Food Pantry! – Abiding 
Presence, Prince of Peace, St. Paul’s, Living 
Waters, Allentown Pres., and Kingston UMC! 

Keep in Prayer 
Our Homebound Members 

Bob Farr 
Carol Black, 

Billy T. 
Roger, Kris, 
Vi Teschke 

 

 
We Welcome Joann D. as our new Sexton!!! 
 
 
 
 

              Congregational Birthdays 
Apologies for any omission of dates 

 
November 

23– Roger Andrejco 
 

December 
5- Rosalie Conover 
13- John Dizdul 
17- Enid Rivera 
20- Violet Teschke 
30- Virgie Plantier 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 

5-Shirley Dorsey 
8– George Mount 
19- Carol Black 
24- Angelina Merilus 
31- Victoria Nowak 
 

 
 

February 
8- Barbara Schendlinger 
16- Robert Farr 
26- Kenneth Appold 
26- Ashley Kussman 
28- Craig Schendlinger 

 
 

Anniversaries 
 
December 
John & Rosalie Conover. - 2 
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Sundays 11:00AM 
Services will be streamed 

on our Facebook page live and in-person 

Advent Sunday Services 11AM: November 27th;  
December 4th, 11th, & 18th 
 

Advent Weekly Prayer 5pm :Wednesdays 11/30;  
12/7; 12/14; & 12/21 

 
Feast of Lady of Guadalupe: December 11th 1:00PM 
 
Christmas Eve Mass: December 24th, 7PM  
 
Christmas Day:          December 25th, 11AM 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
At this time, Bible Study can be found on our  

Webpage www.stbartlutheran.org 
& on our Facebook Page every Wednesday! 

In - Person Study 9:45AM at the Church before 
worship! 

 
 

 
Mark your 
calendars: 

                  
Lutheranism 101 Class 
November 20th; December 
11th  
 
Confirmation:  
             November 19th 
 
Turkey Baskets 

November 20th 
 
Christmas Toy Drive 

           December 17th 
 
Lessons & Carols 

January 1st 
 
Annual Meeting 

January 22nd 
 

------------------------ 
Donations and 
Tithes Can Be 
Given Online! 

 

Go to 
www.stbartlutheran.org 
and click on the 

donate tab! 
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VOLUNTEER / 
SERVICE 

POSSIBILITIES 
 

Clothes Closet 
& Food Pantry 

 

      The Clothes Closet &  
Food Pantry is open every 2nd 
& 4th Saturday at 10AM! 

    We are looking for volunteers! 
 
Farmer’s Market.  1st & 3rd Friday at 11:00AM 
 
 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 
NURSERY. PLEASE ASK 
BARB S. OR PASTOR IF 
YOU ARE INTERESTED. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church is a 
community of believers that is rooted in God’s 
unconditional grace and love, striving to share 
God’s light of hope and salvation to scatter 
the darkness wherever it is found, through 
word and deed. 
 

 -------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fellowship – Small Groups 

           
Confirmation 

Meets once a month 
on Saturdays 

 
Lutheran 101 Class 

November 20th; December 11th 
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The bell choir is performing!  

We practice twice a month and play 
for the service those Sundays-  and 

play for Christmas and Easter.  
If you think you would like to be a 
bell ringer, please talk to Barb S.   

We always welcome new ring



 

  

“Community Chest” Food Pantry 
 
The last two years have been unprecedented in terms of need. COVID and the rising inflation 
and fuel costs have really devastated the finances for so many of our families. We came to 
this with the idea that we’re going to put ourselves out of business by doing this work. The  
pandemic hit and with it, a wave of  hunger throughout the region.  And just as we thought 
things were getting better, gas prices soared past $5.00 a gallon! We are watching the gas 
prices go up again to about $4.00 We also observed that food prices continue to climb. 
 
Abiding Presence, Prince of Peace, and Saint Bartholomew’s have formed a partnership to 
work together to serve the Southward of Trenton during this difficult time and it highlights the 
Christ centered ethos of unselfishness, unity, grace, and generosity.  
 
We have secondary partners such as  Allentown Presbyterian, Saint Paul’s, Living Waters, 
Living Hope CMA, Princeton Alliance, and Kingston UMC.  
 
Many have taken time out of their schedules to lovingly volunteer in the clothes closet, do 
extra grocery shopping, and share in their sufferings. Isn't that what believers in Jesus are 
called to do anyway? In the words of Galatians 6:2, “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  
 
Currently, 285 families are being served through the feeding ministries in which bread and 
vegetables are served on Friday, and grocery distribution on Saturday.  
 

Statistics since January 2022 to October 2022 
Bags of groceries-  8,245 

Fresh produce & Vegetables: 3,860 bags 
 
Total served 285 weekly through various feeding programs.  
 
We see this need for this level of ministry continuing at least for the next 3-4 years. 
Especially with the rising inflation and the fuel costs. 
Saint Bartholomew named this endeavor ‘The Community Chest” because 500 years ago, in 
Luther’s community of Wittenberg Germany, at his parish church, a “Community Chest” was 
placed in a central location so that people could make their own contributions to help those 
who were not-so-well-off.1 That’s what we sought out to do, namely, to keep that 
“Community Chest” tradition alive by helping those who have needs in our own community.  
 
 
1http://www.godrules.net/library/luther/NEW1luther_d7.htm  
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POINSETTIAS 
I would like to order______ (how many) Plants  in memory/honor (circle one) of  
 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
Cost is $12.00 
Plants may be picked up after the 11AM Christmas Day Worship Service 

  
  

Your Name__________________________________    Donation Enclosed _____________ 
  
 

Return by Sunday December 4th  . Please make checks payable to “St. Bartholomew 
Lutheran Church”  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
FOOD GIFT CARDS Cost is $10.00 

 I would like to order _____ (how many) Gift card(s) in memory of 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

        (print name as you would like it printed in the bulletin) 
  
I would like to order _____ (how many) Gift card (s) in honor of 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

     (print name as you would like it printed in the bulletin) 
Name________________________________________   

Return by Sunday the 4th of December 
Please make checks payable to “St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church” 

  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I would like to be a donor of (check all that apply) for 2023 
  

Communion Wafers for (month) ________ in memory/honor of ____________ $8/ month 
Eternal Candle for (month) ____________ in memory/honor of ____________$15/ month 
Altar Flowers for (week) ______________in memory/ honor of ____________$30/ week 
Baptism & Confirmation gifts in memory/ in honor of ________________$5-$20 per gift 
Newsletter in memory/ honor of _________________________________$75 per quarter 
Bulletin for (month) _____________ in memory/ honor of _______________$10/ month 
Building Fund in memory/ honor of ____________________________$________ 
Other__________________ in memory/ honor of _____________________  $________ 

 
Name ________________________ Phone ________________________ 

Checks are payable to “St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church” 
and donations are fully tax deductible 
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