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Beloved People of God,

God be with you till we meet again; when life’s perils thick
confound you, put unfailing arms around you. God be with you
till we meet again. Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828–1904
When we say, “Go in peace. Serve the Lord,” we acknowledge the mission we
share: to be out in the world with the good news of God’s unrelenting love in Christ
Jesus.
It has always been the case that most ministry occurs outside of the building and
the walls of the sanctuary. The mission of Saint Bartholomew extends to wherever
its members are actively serving –on screens, as teachers or counselors, in the
grocery store, in the small business the convenience store, at daycare, on the road.
God’s love travels with us as an extension of our worship in the mission field.
Who would have thought we would have spent most of our time last year outside
of the building? This year we have reason to celebrate. We ARE still here! As the
pandemic continued on – it was clear that Saint Bart’s unique mission, to “Not Just
Going to Church, but BEING the Church” adapted to meet the challenges and
needs of the community and the people participating along the way.
This was not how we planned to spend our beginning years in ministry togetherespecially as your newly called pastor.
But, by the grace of God – from this gathering of God’s people still comes
Christian love. Saint Bartholomew, from its beginnings, was designed to be “a
people” – not “a place.” While we all long to return to “the place” – in the
meantime we have been called into action as “the people.” With worship on the live
stream, we have shown ourselves and the people that God loves that the focus of
our ministry is not US. But it’s “out there” like it always has been.
This year we have reached people all across the country through the worship live
stream. We have engaged new members. We have reactivated the interest of
members and others in the community. This year, new members joined. Each a
little slice of community. This year, weddings took place. Youth group formed. The
pantry and Clothes Closet were active and served thousands!
Which brings me to in – person worship. We plan to honor our mission. We plan to
stay consistent, listening to data and science – as well as deep and trusting faith, by
following the medical community through the NJ Department of Health. The
advice I have is that we go back to the gospel and the mission we share: to be the
Church. Be the church to those who are vulnerable and aged. Be the church to those
who have been working on behalf of all of us. Be the church to all and with good
care for all.
Please join me in thanking God for this group of faithful servants. The church
council this year has been called upon to be courageous and step out in faith.
Alongside of them, we have weathered the trauma of suspending all in-person
activities and worship and adapting to stay mission focused the whole way through.

Please contact
Pastor Erich
whenever you
are in need of
pastoral care or
are aware of
others who may
be in need Church office,
609-393-6060.
This includes:
• if you want to
talk,
• emergencies,
• sickness,
• hospital
• times of crisis
when things
are out of
control or
down times,
• times of
decision
when you are
not sure of
what to do,
• when
someone is
near death,
• when there
has been a
birth,
• when
contemplating
marriage.

Vision
Statement
Not Just Going
to Church, But
Being the
Church
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On the heels of a global pandemic with a 1st call pastor, they could have been too
weary to give it their all. But they have studied, explored resources, engaged in
conversation, and made decisions as a unit even when there were strong
disagreements within the body. Together, these women and men put the mission of
the gospel before any other agenda. At the helm with us, Barbara Schendlinger,
served with integrity and joy. Her skillset, experience, deep faith, leadership, joyful
personality, and willingness to work has kept our ship steady this year. Please join
me in thanking God for these faithful servants.
The Saint Bartholomew staff members have served you with full focus, energy, and
with great love and care. They stayed agile and creative, developing new ways of
engaging members in ministry. Joann has been amazing directing us with music
and being flexible! She really came through and saved Christmas Eve service and
Lessons & Carols! Brandon has been here daily working with the community.
Enid adopted just about every single person she comes in contact with and has a
strong network with the community we serve.
Jack has maintained the church property, spearheaded our tower repair, and
tirelessly works behind the scenes – Paul keeps the church clean and helps with the
ministries here daily. Vicar Andy continued to minister to Saint Bart members over
the phone or from a distance. He also has done numerous activities with the Saint
Bart youth. Elliot helped to keep us steady in maintaining healthy financial
practices and ensured we were stewarding your gifts well.
And finally, there is you to thank. Thank you for continuing to support the ministry
of Saint Bart’s by participating in the live stream, offering a prayer, making a visit,
supporting a neighbor, and offering a gift. You cannot begin to know how much the
support from members have kept us going as we have ministered in new ways. I
wish you all could see and know the work we are doing.
Church was never just about in-person worship. This year proved that. Together we
gave generously to our community, helped people connect to one another and grow
deeper through on-line learning and worship, fed the hungry, visited the sick, the
lonely, and those who needed help. Together we gave voice to the stories of our
members: the struggle of faith, the challenges of parenting, the response of care
when crisis happens to 5 families who lost their homes after a devastating fire.
Masks shared. Food support continued. Pastoral care was provided. Children had a
place to ponder identity. The grieving found comfort and care. And God was ever
with us as we did what we said we would do: to go in peace, loving and serving the
Lord.
I remain thankful to have been supported by my partner Ashley and her family –
even as they grieved the death of their beloved “me maw”. With their tender care,
and the support of my family from a distance and so many of you – I give thanks to
God for all we accomplished together. My prayer is that the outcome and benefit
of the brave decisions we made this year will never be known. But what I can say is
this: no one was hospitalized or lost their life because of the ministry of Saint
Bartholomew during the COVID-19 pandemic. While history will be left to
interpret our actions one day – and while some of them were painful and sacrificial
– we made them together. We made them for each other. We made them so that
God willing, when gather together in-person again, we will “Be the Church.”
-

Pastor Erich Kussman

Visitations
Pastor has been
visiting
homebound
members!
Please contact
the Church to
schedule a
visitation with
Communion.
St.barthluthera
n@gmail.com
---------------609-393-6060
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Reopening plans for February 6th, 2022
1. indoor worship
2. Masks mandatory inside
3. Refrain from passing a collection plate during the offering; have stations where
people can place offerings and/or provide them with online giving options.
4. Sharing the peace will be the peace sign.
5. Communion will be given to you by pastor at your seat.
6. Prepackaged communion
7. Physical distancing will be required.
8. If individuals are not feeling well, they are asked to stay home and worship
online if possible.
9. Adult Bible Study will resume
10. People will be asked to fill the church front to back and empty the church by
ushers, back to front.
* Building will be cleaned with special cleaners weekly.

Prayer
Lord of life,
Hear us as we lift to
you our hopes and
prayers for the
church and the world.
Let your grace
empower us as
people of faith to
better serve you in
the common places
of our lives, and in
the people we meet
on our faith journeys.
Open our eyes to the
living Christ as we
pray for and work
with the poor, the
broken-hearted, the
sick and the
bereaved.
Hear our prayers for
those who are close
to our hearts.
In your resurrecting
power, lift them up
and give them
renewed strength and
hope; and give to us
all new faith by
which to live our
days with you.
Then will our lives
be living witness to
your resurrection,
made whole by your
love and care.
In Christ’s Spirit we
pray. Amen.
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Message from the Council President
Our congregational life is so very different from what we had two years ago. Worship is
virtual. Worship is inside with masks on. Worship is in our parking lot. No coffee hours,
dinners, women's group, in person bible study, or bell choir rehearsals. But in our
congregation other things have kept going stronger than ever.
The rows of tables and chairs in fellowship hall have been replaced with freezers,
refrigerators, and cabinets filled with all types of food to be given out. Twice a week our
church corner was turned into a farmer's market, lunch counter, food distribution center.
Piles of boxes of premade donated dinners were given out from the front door of the
church. Twice a month there is a scheduled food pantry/clothes closet where many bags of
food and clothes are given out from fellowship hall and the clothes closet. Yet when
anyone hungry knocks on the door, more bags of food are given out. Even our outside food
pantry is filled several times a week. There are many locations at St. Bart's where we help
to feed the hungry and take care of those in need. We also had special events to help out
our neighborhood families. Over 200 donated backpacks were given out at our "barbecue"
where we fed a lot of people. Lots of candy was given out at our Trunk or Treat
event. Over 160 donated toys were given out at the Christmas toy give away. While some
things have been in hiatus, St. Bart's has been very busy.
I was slow to get involved with the weekly lunch distributions and the Food Pantry. That
was held together by Enid, Brandon, Paul, and Pastor. But once I was involved, it was an
eye opening experience. So many people were in need. So many people were appreciative
of all that we had. Lots of thank you’s and gracias are always heard. A big thank you to
all who donated food, money, and time to keep these ministries going. Come and help and
see what I have experienced.
In all my years at St. Bart's, I have been amazed how people have helped out when our
congregation was in need. Never have I seen so much help when we said we needed to
repair our bell tower and the parsonage chimney. When faced with that major repair work,
we courageously said yes to getting a $25,665 loan. That monthly payment was going to
be tough, but we had to take care of the repairs. Thanks to our church members, other
churches, and many friends of St. Bart's, that loan was paid off just 2 months after the first
payment was due, 4 months after we started Buy A Brick. Thank you to all for your very
generous support. It is greatly appreciated by all.
We have a covenant with Abiding Presence and Prince of Peace to help support the
ministries of St. Bart's. That support is not just financial, but also in support with food
donations and volunteers as we carry out our ministries. A big thank you to these
congregations for all your support. The Children's Home Society continues to rent space
from us to run their Head Start program. Throughout the pandemic, when they were
virtual for many months, they continued to pay their rent. Their lease is up in 2022, but
they have already asked to expand it to 2024.
I was elected council president after the May congregational meeting. As I work with the
council, I can appreciate all that my husband, Bill, did during his many years as council
president, although he never had to help guide the council during a pandemic. I thank all
my council buddies, Enid, Brandon, Debbie, Paul and Elliott for their work and support as
we work through all that goes on in our congregation. I thank Pastor Erich for his support,
guidance and "yes we can do it" when I get overwhelmed and wonder "can we", but then I
remember we are St. Bart's and I know we can.
Everyone has heard me refer to St. Bart's as St. Bart's Adaptable Lutheran Church. That is
what has kept us going for many years. While the pandemic threw many into a frenzy, the
people of St. Bart's looked at it as a bump in the road, adapted, and continued on with its
ministries. At this time don't we know what God's plans are for the little red brick church
on the corner of S. Clinton. We just know that whatever comes our way, with God's help
we'll adapt and keep on going.

Envelopes
It has been awhile
since church
envelopes have
been given out.
If you still have
some, keep using
them even though
the date is
wrong. It is your
number that is
important.
If you are in
need of a box of
envelopes, please
call the church
(609-393-6060)
or talk to Barb
Schendlinger to
let us know.
We will make
sure you get
them. Always
make sure that
your name is on
the envelope.
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v Thank you to our dedicated members who have
served meals and packed grocery bags for our
community in providing thousands of meals and
bags through this pandemic: Brandon, Enid,
Lisa, Barb S., and Vicar Andy!
v Thank you to ALL of our church partners for
helping with the Food Pantry and Bell Tower! –
Abiding Presence, Prince of Peace, and St.
Paul’s!

Keep in Prayer
Our Homebound Members

Congregational Birthdays
Apologies for any omission of dates

March
5 – Sophia Mount
26 – Michael Calderone
29 - Billy Teasenfitz
31- Kris Pinter
April
8 – William Schendlinger Jr.
13 – Michael Worth
14 - Matthew Worth
14- Alexis Russo
15 – Carol Andrejco
20 – Mary Ann Fues
22 – Tracie Bartholomew
26 – Justin Mura
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May
4 – Sharon Archer
17 – Ryan Gittler-Muniz
17 – Ada Jallah
25 – Marcia Good
30 – Adam Fletcher
June
2 – Danielle LaFlame
8 – Paul Pavlov
11- Noah Feliciano
15 – Crystal Mura
22- Robert Worth

Bob Farr
Carol Black,
Billy T.
John Holpp,
Roger, Kris,
Vi Teschke

Church News
Worship at St. Bart’s
Ash Wednesday Lenten Prayer Services
Wednesdays

3/2
3/9; 3/16; 3/23; 3/30; 4/6

7:00PM
7:00PM

Maundy Thursday

4/14

7:00PM

Good Friday

4/15

7:00PM

Palm Sunday

4/10

11:00AM

Easter Sunday

4/17

11:00AM

Pentecost

6/5

11:00AM

Mark your
calendars:
Youth Group
Fridays Bi weekly
Confirmation.
Wednesdays

7PM
5pm

Spring Cleaning Day
Saturday 4/2
10AM

-----------------------Donations and
Tithes Can Be
Given Online!
Go to
www.stbartlutheran.org

and click on the
donate tab!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

At this time, Bible Study can be found on our
Webpage www.stbartlutheran.org
& on our Facebook Page every Wednesday!
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COMMUNITY
SERVICE
POSSIBILITIES

MISSION STATEMENT
Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church is a
community of believers that is rooted in God’s
unconditional grace and love, striving to share
God’s light of hope and salvation to scatter
the darkness wherever it is found, through
word and deed.

Clothes Closet
& Food Pantry
Our Clothes Closet &
Food Pantry is open every 2nd &
4th Saturday at 10AM!
We are looking for volunteers!

--------------------------------------------------------------

Fellowship – Small Groups
Youth Group
Bi -Weekly Fridays

7PM

Lutheran 101 Class
Bi weekly After Service 3/13

7
Bell Choir
Hang in there bell ringers! Bell
practice begins soon for the Easter
Service! New people who would
like to play, please talk to Barb S.
No experience or ability to read
music is necessary. All we ask for
is commitment. Bell ringing is a
great way to make music.

My time here since September has been one of growth and learning. This past fall has been
full of exciting happenings, such as continuing to operate a full-fledged feeding ministry and
being a cornerstone for the community for events such as Trunk-or-Treat during Halloween. It
has also been a privilege to preach several times to the congregation. In this short time, I dare
say I have been able to see growth in myself. I hope you all agree.
St. Bart’s is a working church. We move, we sweat, we swear, and sometimes we fail. But we
always get back up. This “boots on the ground” work ethic and mentality have been (and is)
doing wonders for my formation. It has shown me how to foster relationships with other
worship communities as we work across denominational, theological, and ideological lines to
spread the news of God’s love and grace. Additionally, it is shaping me to see that ministry
does not have to be rocket science, sometimes all you really need is yourself, some listening
ears, and good albeit realistic attitude.
As the new year begins, I look forward to new opportunities. I have been making my rounds
via telephone to reach out to members who have not been able to join us in person and, God
willing, will hopefully be able to make some actual visitations soon. I also am working to
establish some connections with student organizations to assist with St. Bart’s and connect
groups that may themselves need St. Bart’s food support.
Peace,
Andy Jones
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Confirmation 2022
The big news this year is that we are continuing to partner with Prince of Peace and Pastor
Peter Froehlke for confirmation. Vicar Kayla from P.O.P. and Vicar Andy will also be
joining some of our classes this year. We will have the Wednesday class at POP, but also, we
will have Saturday morning experiences at St. Bart’s. Classes will be indoors.
Schedule for 2022

Wednesday February 9

530PM

Psalms

Vicar Kayla

Wednesday February 16. 530PM

Major Prophets

Pastor Erich

Wednesday February 23 530PM

Minor Prophets

Vicar Andy

Wednesday March 9

530PM

Gospels

Pastor Peter

Wednesday March 16

530PM

Passion

Vicar Andy

Saturday March 26

900AM

Saint Bart’s Community Chest Food Pantry

Wednesday April 27

530PM

Parables

Vicar Kayla

Wednesday May 4

530PM

Acts

Pastor Peter

Saturday May 14

900AM

Saint Bart’s Community Chest Food Pantry

Wednesday May 18

530PM

Paul

Pastor Erich

Wednesday May 25

530PM

Hebrews/Revelations

Vicar Kayla

Wednesday June 1

530PM

Wrap Up

Pastor Peter

. Let me know of any conflicts, Rides will be available for all classes ½ hour before time!
Peace,
Pastor Erich
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January 31, 2022
Beloved, God’s chosen, put on as a garment compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart.
Above all, before all, let love be your raiment that binds into one every dissonant part.
Within, call forth Wisdom, to dwell in you richly, let peace rule your hearts and that peace be
of Christ. And from the heart’s chamber, beloved and holy, let singing thanksgiving to God
ever rise.
(Susan Palo Cherwien, ELW 648)
Dear Friends in Christ,
The words quoted above, written by composer Susan Palo Cherwien, have helped me frame the time
we are in. They are a prayer for how we might live together as Christians in the world. They are my
prayer for how we would live together as the NJ Synod amid ongoing pandemic, political divisiveness,
and public discord. Can we be the counter-cultural witnesses Jesus calls us to be and this world so
desperately needs? I say yes and hope you will as well.
To that end, there are several updates I want to share with you about our synod.
Thank You!
The congregations of this synod have once again demonstrated that generosity is not just a lofty core
value of our synod but a lived reality of who we are. Mission Support sharing for 2021 came in at
108% of pledged intentions. In addition, ELCA World Hunger giving through the synod was up 10%
(this does not count gifts given directly to World Hunger). “Other Giving” as noted on the mission
support reports and includes things like Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Services, mission partner support, Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center, etc., was 39%
higher than in 2020. Wow!
All I can say is “Thank You” – thank you for the ways you support our synod mission to walk together
for the sake of the gospel. When we view life through the lens of abundance, amazing generosity
becomes a reality.
Advocacy Ministry
In November, the NJ Synod Council approved a recommendation from an ad hoc committee looking
at our advocacy ministry, Lutherans Engaging in Advocacy Ministry, NJ (LEAMNJ). That office has
received funding to sustain ministry on a part-time basis for several years. The approved council
recommendation called for bringing our advocacy ministry into the work of the Office of the Bishop
and including it in the portfolio of a full-time assistant to the bishop. This means that LEAMNJ will no
longer be a separate ministry partner but become part of our work accompanying congregations and
their leaders in living out their mission.
Therefore, beginning February 1, Pastor Sara Lilja’s title will become Assistant to the Bishop for
Advocacy and Justice Ministries. She will continue coordinating our advocacy ministry, the work of
our justice teams, including racial justice efforts, and add responsibilities related to the work of the
bishop’s office in walking with congregations and their leaders. Pastor Lilja will be gathering a think
tank of leaders to reimagine how our Justice and Peace teams can bolster support for our advocacy
work. While Pastor Lilja’s work will take on some new dimensions, the commitment to advocacy
remains strong. You can reach Pastor Lilja at her new email address slilja@njsynod.org.
NJ Synod Secretary Transition
Cassandra Mack has served as our synod secretary since 2015 – one full four-year term and most of a
second. She announced that she is stepping down from this role. Cassandra has served with joy and
enthusiasm. If you have been to a synod assembly or a churchwide assembly with her, you have seen

that for yourself. While she will remain as chair of our Constitution Committee, I will miss her
regular presence at synod council meetings and at the dais during assembly. Please join me in thanking
her for her years of service in this role. We will publicly thank Cassandra for her service as synod
secretary at our assembly.
The synod council has appointed Pastor Blake Scalet (St. John, Summit) to fill this unexpired term.
Beginning February 1, you can reach him at secretary@njsynod.org. He will work with Cassandra and
the staff in preparing for assembly. If you have a report to submit for the Bulletin of Reports this year,
please submit it to Cassandra (cmack@njsynod.org) by March 7.
2022 NJ Synod Assembly
Notice was sent out in early January announcing the 2022 Synod Assembly. Since that time, the synod
council has heard the concerns of some about gathering in person for a full day and a half, including a
banquet. Even with wearing masks when possible, having the required number of people together in a
ballroom for that amount of time seemed unrealistic. We took a straw poll while meeting with
rostered leaders and chief lay officers over the last week which revealed that over 3/4 of the those
present would prefer to move the assembly to an online format this year. Given all of this, the synod
assembly planning committee, with the consent of the council, has decided to move the 2022 Synod
Assembly online. Details will be forthcoming; however, we will meet on the original dates of Friday,
May 6 and Saturday, May 7.
I recognize the need for us to gather in person and celebrate being church together, so we have put two
dates on the calendar to do just that – Saturday, April 23 at 1:00 pm we will hold a synod-wide
ordination service (place to be determined). We currently have three ordinands: Margarette Ouji (First,
Montclair), Mason Hahn (St. James, Pitman), and Frantisek Janak (St. Stephen’s, South
Plainfield). Masks will be required for all who attend. The service will also be livestreamed.
Saturday, September 10, we will hold a NJ Synod Day (place/times to be determined) which will
include worship, a bar-b-que, mission fair, and time to celebrate what God is doing among us. Plans
are for this to be a primarily outdoor event.
The Bishop’s Challenge: The Jehu Jones Mission
When we launched the Bishop’s Challenge at last year’s assembly, the goal was for congregations to
engage in a year of learning, to raise $50,000 for a fund to be used for educational opportunities for
emerging leaders of African descent, and to assemble a synod quilt representing our commitment to
racial justice. It was an ambitious challenge but not unattainable.
I am pleased to say that you have risen to this challenge. You have engaged in the Bible study
prepared by our Bishop’s Challenge team, you have watched movies, held book discussions, and
donated money. Thank you! To date, 40 congregations, 6 individuals, and the synod youth retreat have
all contributed or made a pledge to the educational fund such that we have already exceeded our
goal. Thank you! I can’t wait to see the final total when we gather for assembly. If your congregation
hasn’t yet participated, it’s not too late. In February we have two online learning opportunities:
February 16, a presentation on quilting in the African American tradition; February 22 and 24, a book
discussion of Isabel Wilkerson’s, The Warmth of Other Suns. Visit the website to see all the
opportunities, complete and send in your quilt square, and join your synod siblings in this challenge.
As you can tell from these few examples, the NJ Synod is a place of robust ministry. In what we do
and who we are together, we bear witness to Jesus Christ. As a counter-cultural body wearing love as
our raiment, we strive to serve with kindness, compassion, and goodness of heart. I’m glad to be part
of this church with you.
Your sister in Christ,
Bishop Tracie L. Bartholomew
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“Community Chest” Food Pantry
The last 19 months have been unprecedented in terms of need. COVID and all the related
disruptions have really devastated the finances for so many of our families. I came to this with
the idea that we’re going to put ourselves out of business by doing this work. The pandemic
hit and with it, a wave of hunger throughout the region. Between March 2020 and the end
December 2021 we have distributed thousands of meals and thousands of bags of groceries. If
there is not a lot of love and grace in that, I don’t know where it is.
For the past 19 months, Abiding Presence, Prince of Peace, and Saint Bartholomew’s have
formed a partnership to work together to serve the Southward of Trenton during this difficult
time and it highlights the Christ centered ethos of unselfishness, unity, grace, and generosity.
We have also gained secondary partners such as Saint Paul’s, Living Waters, Living Hope
CMA, Princeton Alliance, and Kingston UMC. Many have took time out of their schedules to
lovingly prepare a meal, do extra grocery shopping, and share in their sufferings. Isn't that
what believers in Jesus are called to do anyway? In the words of Galatians 6:2, “Bear one
another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
Currently, 300 families are being served through the feeding ministries in which bread and
vegetables are served Wednesday and Friday, and grocery distribution on Saturday.
Statistics since March 2020 to December 2021
Food Distributed
Lunches - 19,200
Dinners - 15,000
Bags of groceries- 7,100
121- Turkey/ham baskets
Total served: 330 weekly through various feeding programs
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a devastating loss of life but it has also devastated the
nation's economy. ... The unemployment rate has went down from 31% to 12% in Trenton.
However, we see this need for this level of ministry continuing at least for the next 3-4 years.
Saint Bartholomew named this endeavor ‘The Community Chest” because 500 years ago, in
Luther’s community of Wittenberg Germany, at his parish church, a “Community Chest” was
placed in a central location so that people could make their own contributions to help those
who were not-so-well-off.1 That’s what we sought out to do, namely, to keep that
“Community Chest” tradition alive by helping those who have needs in our own community.
1 http://www.godrules.net/library/luther/NEW1luther_d7.htm
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