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Welcome to Worship! 

This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad 
in it. Saint Bart’s welcomes you to worship and to our believing 
community. This morning we celebrate the Second Sunday of 
Advent. The lyrics to the hymns are included for you to sing 
along! 

Holy Communion  

Saint Bart’s celebrates the real presence of Jesus through the 
bread and wine. We invite all to come and share. At the time of 
communion, the pastor will drop a pre-packaged communion kit 
in your cupped hand. We will all take the elements together! 

Praying People  

Everyone is invited to offer their prayer concerns during the 
Prayers of the Church. 

Second Sunday of Advent 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, 
who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the 
darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of 
Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge 
who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. 
We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the 
Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to 
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 
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Announcements  
 
Food Pantry will be open December  10th  at 10am.   
Food Pantry will be closed on Christmas Eve. 
 
The Clothes Closet will be operating with the Food Pantry. 
Will be closed on Christmas Eve. 

Confirmation Class – Resumes in January! 

Christmas Toy Drive: December 17th. Please donate new toys 
for any age child! 

Advent Wednesday Evening Prayer Service 5PM every 
Wednesday through Advent. 

Virgin of Guadalupe Service :December 11th 1pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  December 24th 5pm 

Christmas Day Service: 11AM 

Lessons & Carols: January 1st 11AM 

Bible Study- Resumes in January . 
 
The Eternal Candle is lit this month in honor of Ferrice 
Blackwood by Ashley Kussman 
 
We can use any food or monetary donations to help our 
community in need.   
Are there any other announcements?   
Let the Bell Be Rung! 
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Advent 2 
On this second Sunday of Advent, we pray for peace with the 
earth. 
 
Headlines from the news this week (add appropriate headlines) 
 
Peacemaking God, we turn to you in prayer. The earth groans 
under the weight of its human inhabitants. Our trail is too often 
measured by its destruction. The love you share for all of your 
creation atrophies in our hands. Help us to seek your harmony. 
 
Light the 1st & 2nd candle 
 
(Verses 3&4) 
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Welcome and Announcements 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does 

wondrous things. 
C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who 
is merciful and just. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P God of new beginnings, 
C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war 
instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 
creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us 
again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit 
worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among 
us. Amen. 

 
P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed 
away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

 
C Amen 
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Gathering Hymn:   ELW #249  

 
 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C And also with you 
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Prayer Of the Day 
 
P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And also with you.  
 
P  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 

only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of 
repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
C  Amen 
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WORD 
A I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in 
my mouth (Psalm 34:1). Lord, bless the reading of your word. Make it 
come alive in our midst.  
C Amen. 
                        First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his 
ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a 
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They 
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall 
be glorious. 
 
A  Word of God, word of life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Responsive Reading : Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 A Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
C that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
A that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
C Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
A May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
C Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
A In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an  

abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
C Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; 
  you alone do wondrous deeds! 
A And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the  

earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen 
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Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
 Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of 
the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and 
in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it 
is written,  
“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing 
praises to your name”; and again he says,  “Rejoice, O Gentiles, 
with his people”; and again,  “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says,  
“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

L     Word of God, word of life.   
 

C   Thanks be to God 
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P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 3rd   chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord.   
Gospel: : Matthew 3:1-12 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said,  
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then 
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come?  
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Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
P  The Gospel of the Lord     
 C  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON	
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Hymn of the Day ELW # 264 

 
 
 
 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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Apostle’s Creed 
 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS   
Each petition ends:  
A  God, in your mercy.              C hear our prayer 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray 
for a world that yearns for new hope. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for 
hymn writers and theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and 
musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and 
destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth 
and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 
wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise 
up leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common 
good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect 
the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the 
aid of any who are exploited or abused, especially children, 
elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help 
to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing 
violence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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You urge your people to welcome one another as you have 
welcomed us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this 
and every congregation. We pray for people who are 
homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones 
especially Myron, Russel, Roxy, Chip, Sophia, Kris, Virginia, 
Jim, Enid, Kimberly, Bob Farr, Margaret, Dawn, Carol, Roger, 
Helena, Ellie, and Billy, and those we name now or silently in 
our hearts. (Pause). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our partner churches: Abiding Presence and Prince 
of Peace; We also pray for the concerns of this congregation: 
those who travel, those absent from worship, those celebrating 
birthdays; and for those celebrating anniversaries;  also for the 
people of God in this place and for other needs in our 
community. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 
At this time, you may offer up prayers for loved ones, 
thanksgivings to God, or any other intercessions silently or 
aloud or type them in the livestream..(Pause) God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer 
 
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and 
we give thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until 
we are united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
(Pastor) God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By 
your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of 
all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
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THE OFFERING 
 
Online offering: https://www.stbartlutheran.org/donate 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
A Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs 

of water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of 
bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
 
P        The Lord be with you 
C       And also with you.  

  
 
  

P       Lift up your hearts. 
C.     We lift them to the Lord.  
P.      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C.      It is right to give thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the 
world to open for us the way of salvation. 
 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory 
forever praising you and saying:  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 
Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 

taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done  on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us;  and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil –  for thine is kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen 

 
Invitation  
P  Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
Distribution  
 
Blessing 
 P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace 
C  Amen.  
 
Post Communion Blessing 
P Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your 

mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of 
Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will 
be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy 
mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to 
birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.    C. Amen 
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+Sending+ 
Benediction  
 
P God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn   ELW# 266  next page 
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Dismissal.   
A  Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God 
Postlude  


