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Beloved People of God, 

 Here we are in June, technically the beginning of summer. June 
is often a month of new beginnings. It heralds graduation: high 
school grads aim their hopes on a successful college experience; 

college and grad students move into the working world with hopes for a 
good fit between employer and employee; marriages are abundant in June 
presenting a whole host of new issues: a new identity, possibly a new home, 
a new future determined by two instead of one. 

The church is not isolated from this newness. We know that first hand as 
volunteers have been working hard in our food pantry and clothes closet. 
Brandon and Jack have been working hard with the landscaping and 
building to welcome you when you come to worship. 

With all these new beginnings, the month of June also holds a reminder for 
us. June is marked by Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit, coming to 
us as our Counselor, our Paraclete, our Comforter to dwell within us and 
guide us, it is the surging power of the Divine. As we come back and 
inhabit our church, let us stay on our toes sensitive to the nudgings of the 
Spirit because the Spirit is a change agent. 

Listen to Joan Chittester in her book, In Search of Belief. “The Spirit of God 
moves us to new heights of understanding, to new types of witness, to new 
dimensions of life needed in the here and now. The static dies under the 
impulse of the Spirit of a creating God. We do not live in the past. We are 
not blind beggars on a dark road groping our separate ways toward God. 
There is a magnet in each of us, a gift from God that repels deceit and 
impels us toward good. The Spirit of God is a wild thing, breathing where it 
will, moving as it pleases, settling on women and men alike…The Spirit is 
God with us, in us, around us, breathing us to life.” 

Blessed Pentecost and Summer, 

Pastor Erich 

 

Visitations 

Pastor is 
visiting 

homebound 
members! 

Please contact 
the Church to 

schedule a 
visitation with 
Communion. 

stbartlutheran@gmail.com 

---------------- 

609-393-6060 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 



 

 
 

 

On behalf of the entire congregation at Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church,  we 
would like to genuinely thank you for all your efforts, time, and financial aid 
towards the repair of our Bell Tower. We appreciate your generous contributions 
and support!!! 

We see this as a blessing in disguise for our congregation, our Church and for the 
furtherment of the gospel in the southward of Trenton. 

We appreciate your efforts and your generous contribution. With your constant 
support, we have been able to make everything happen. We look forward to 
associating with all of you for future endeavors as well. 

Thank you once again for your valuable contribution along with your time and faith 
in us and our Church. 

Yours in Christ, 

Saint Bart’s 
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Guidelines for In-Person Worship 
 

1. Due to CDC guidelines, Masks are optional per your comfort  level 
2.  The offering; there is a basket in the back where people can place 

offerings and/there is an online giving options. 
3.  Sharing the peace will be the peace sign. 
4. Physical distancing is optional. 
5. If individuals are not feeling well, they are asked to stay home and 

worship online if possible. 
  
                    * Building will be cleaned with special cleaners weekly. 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   We will be holding our annual 
Community BBQ September 3rd at 
11AM.! 

We are looking for donations of 
stuffed packpacks of school supplies 
for boys and girls all ages! Last year 
we handed out over 200 backpacks! 

Bring a side dish to share, a game for 
kids to play, burgers and hot dogs! 
We will be using grills this year! 

For more information: contact Pastor 
Erich at stbartlutheran@gmail.com! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Prayer 

Today we stand in 
this present 

moment, frustrated 
by miscarriages of 
justice, angered by 

the lack of 
collective concern 

for black and brown 
bodies, exasperated 

with a broken 
immigration policy, 

racism, sexism, 
homophobia, mass 
incarceration and 

we deeply grieve the 
growing numbers of 

deaths by gun 
violence; can we 

make it through this 
night without some 

form of gun 
violence? 

Our times our in 
Your hands, O 

God, give us justice 
for the journey. 

The future stretches 
out before us full of 
mystery and full of 

surprise. 
We need You, God 
of New Beginnings, 

to set the course, 
and guide our feet in 

the way of 
righteousness. 

Our times are in 
Your hands, 
Triune God, 
give us life. 
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Message from the Council President 
 

We’ve come through Lent, Easter and Pentecost and now it’s time for all the 
Trinity Sundays and Summer. Worship services are inside and have small attendance 
(except for Easter -26). We hope to have some outdoor worship services this summer. We 
know a lot of people watch the live stream, but if you live locally, come on back to in 
person worship.  If inside, masks are optional.  Outside, they are not required. When you 
worship in person, you worship with your church family and you receive the sacrament of 
Holy Communion.  You can’t get that on live stream.  
 

I want to give many thanks to all our “ friends” in our partner churches, 
neighboring churches and those around the country for supporting us financially and 
volunteering to help with the food pantry and clothes closet. Your financial support helped 
us to get the bell tower loan and the ramp loan (from 2017) paid off and has helped us keep 
the food pantry filled with food.  Volunteers are always welcomed and very 
much appreciated. God bless you all. 
 

Now to those who are members of St. Bart’s. We greatly appreciate the support 
(financially and in person help) that we have gotten from some members.  We hear all of 
you say you want St. Bart’s to continue on, but you need to contribute as our “friends” 
have done.  If finances are a problem, volunteer your time.  The Saturday food 
pantry/clothes closet days can always use some help. Can you help weed or trim bushes to 
help keep the outside grounds looking good? Can you help hang clothes in the clothes 
closet?  Come back to in person worship.  Come back to be with your church 
family.  There are many aspects of the life of the church.  A few have kept it going. Pease 
come and join us.  We can really use the help.  
 

Peace to all, 

                         Barb Schendlinger 
                                                  Council President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Envelopes 
 

It has been awhile 
since church 
envelopes have 
been given out.  
 
If you still have 
some, keep using 
them even though 
the date is 
wrong.  It is your 
number that is 
important.  
 
 If you are in 
need of a box of 
envelopes, please 
call the church 
(609-393-6060) 
or talk to Barb 
Schendlinger to 
let us know.  
 
We will make 
sure you get 
them. Always 
make sure that 
your name is on 
the envelope. 
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v Thank you to our dedicated members who have 
served meals and packed grocery bags for our 
community in providing thousands of meals and 
bags through this pandemic: Brandon, Enid, 
Debbie, Lisa, and Barb S.! 

v Thank you to ALL of our church partners for 
helping with the Food Pantry! – Abiding 
Presence, Prince of Peace, St. Paul’s, Living 
Waters, Allentown Pres., and Kingston UMC! 

Keep in Prayer 
Our Homebound Members 

Bob Farr 
Carol Black, 

Billy T. 
John Holpp, 
Roger, Kris, 
Vi Teschke 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Birthdays 
Apologies for any omission of dates 

 
July 

4 – Robert Farr 
18 – Debbie Formoso 
21- Eric Plantier 
26- Margret Thomas 
31-Alan Ari 
31- John Fletcher 
 

August 
2 – Robert Eversberg II 
2 – Sean Worth 
14- Rosemary Dwyer 
 
 
 

September 
1– Erich Kussman 
14 – Brandon Plantier 
19- Virginia McNulty 
26 – Marjie Schneck 
26- Rosalie Conover 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

August  
25th - John & Barbara    

Fletcher  
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Worship at St. Bart’s 

Sundays 9:30AM 
Services will be streamed 

on our Facebook page live and in-person 

Outdoor Worship  9:30AM 

   July 10th & 31st (Rain Date: July 17th) 

  August. 21st     (rain date August 28th) 

 

 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
At this time, Bible Study can be found on our  

Webpage www.stbartlutheran.org 
& on our Facebook Page every Wednesday! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Mark your 
calendars: 

 
Community BBQ   
September 3rd – 11:00AM   
 
Beating Guns: September 
TBD      
                  
Blessing of the Animals 
outdoor worship October 2nd. 
 

 
------------------------ 

Donations and 
Tithes Can Be 
Given Online! 

 

Go to 
www.stbartlutheran.org 
and click on the 

donate tab! 
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COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

POSSIBILITIES 
 

Clothes Closet 
& Food Pantry 

 

Our Clothes Closet &  
Food Pantry is open every 2nd & 

4th Saturday at 10AM! 
We are looking for volunteers! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church is a 
community of believers that is rooted in God’s 
unconditional grace and love, striving to share 
God’s light of hope and salvation to scatter 
the darkness wherever it is found, through 
word and deed. 
 

 -------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Fellowship – Small Groups 

 

          Confirmation 
            September         

 
 Lutheran 101 Class 
Beginning in September    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
(Photo taken from the Palm Sunday Gun Violence March) 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 
children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more” (Matthew 2:18). 

A grocery store. A church. An elementary school. Buffalo. Laguna Woods. Uvalde. 

When I was a little, I was told about “safe spaces.” These were places you could go if you 
were lost or in trouble. The people there would help you. If you added “fire station” to the 
above list, you’d have just about every space I was told would be a refuge. 

In the span of just 10 days, all these supposed safe spaces have been drowned in tears and 
blood and screams and gunfire. They’ve been exposed as not being safe at all in the presence 
of assault rifles. 

Tell me, beloved, where should I tell my children to go? We aren’t meant to bury our babies. 
I’ve been told that having a heart broken over and over makes it nimble and compassionate, 
but maybe having a heart broken over and over makes it numb. Or calloused. Or ineffective. 

We must do something. 

It’s beyond terrifying and sad that these incidents happen so frequently that denominations, 
including our own, have had to include a “gun violence litany” in our worship resources. The 
litany is powerful, expressing pain and sorrow. It’s one of those tools you hope you never 
have to use. 

The issue is complex, but for the life of me — for the lives of those babies, teachers, 
churchgoers and daily-bread shoppers — I can’t understand how something can be so 
complex that it paralyzes the halls of power. 

The ELCA’s “60-day journey toward justice” provides an excellent path for communities of 
faith to walk with one another, exploring ways to grieve, advocate and live into Christ’s call 
to be peacemakers. I commend it to you and your community to use together. 

We must do something. 



 

  

In the second chapter of Matthew, we find the matriarch of the faith, Rachel, weeping over the 
slaughter of the innocent children of Bethlehem, having been sacrificed on the altar of 
political power and fear. 

I can’t help but think that Rachel wept again last night, joining her tears with ours and joining 
her voice with the anguished cries coming from Uvalde. 

But if crying and prayers alone worked, we wouldn’t be here again. We must cry and pray 
with our shoes on, ready to do the next best thing, as hard as it may be. 
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 “Community Chest” Food Pantry 
 
The last two years have been unprecedented in terms of need. COVID and the rising inflation 
and fuel costs have really devastated the finances for so many of our families. I came to this 
with the idea that we’re going to put ourselves out of business by doing this work. The  
pandemic hit and with it, a wave of  hunger throughout the region.  And just as we thought 
things were getting better, gas prices soared past $5.00 a gallon. Which meant food process 
sky rocketed too. 
 
This year, Abiding Presence, Prince of Peace, and Saint Bartholomew’s have formed a 
partnership to work together to serve the Southward of Trenton during this difficult time and 
it highlights the Christ centered ethos of unselfishness, unity, grace, and generosity.  
We have also gained secondary partners such as  Allentown Presbyterian, Saint Paul’s, Living 
Waters, Living Hope CMA, Princeton Alliance, and Kingston UMC.  
 
Many have taken time out of their schedules to lovingly volunteer in the clothes closet, do 
extra grocery shopping, and share in their sufferings. Isn't that what believers in Jesus are 
called to do anyway? In the words of Galatians 6:2, “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  
 
Currently, 240 families are being served through the feeding ministries in which bread and 
vegetables are served on Friday, and grocery distribution on Saturday.  
 

Statistics since January 2022 to May 2022 
Bags of groceries-  5,100 

Fresh produce & Vegetables: 343 bags 
 
Total served 240 weekly through various feeding programs.  
 
We see this need for this level of ministry continuing at least for the next 3-4 years. 
Especially with the rising inflation and the fuel costs. 
Saint Bartholomew named this endeavor ‘The Community Chest” because 500 years ago, in 
Luther’s community of Wittenberg Germany, at his parish church, a “Community Chest” was 
placed in a central location so that people could make their own contributions to help those 
who were not-so-well-off.1 That’s what we sought out to do, namely, to keep that 
“Community Chest” tradition alive by helping those who have needs in our own community.  
 
 
1http://www.godrules.net/library/luther/NEW1luther_d7.htm  
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